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Town noTes
The Newsletter of the Town of Kiawah Island 

2018 Quarter 1

2017 - 2018 

Season

Tickets are available online at www.kiawahisland.org/events or at Town Hall 843-768-9166. All events are open to the public, but Kiawah 
property owners have a 3-day lead time on tickets for Arts Council events. *Cultural events (in red) have only one release date.

JANUARY
QUENTIN BAXTER PRESENTS...
RODNEY JORDAN QUINTET
Thursday, January 11, 2018 | 7:30 p.m.
Turtle Point Clubhouse
$25 or $60 for series via baxtermusic.com
Tickets Available Now

COLUMBIA CITY BALLET presents 
A MIDSUMMER NIGHT’S DREAM
Tuesday, January 30, 2018 | 7:30 p.m.
East Beach Conference Center
Ticket Release: 1/16*

LOWCOUNTRY VOICES
Sunday, January 28, 2018 | 4:00 p.m.
Holy Spirit Catholic Church
Ticket Release: Kiawah 1/9 Public 1/12

ART FILM #2: 
THE FIRST MONDAY IN MAY 
Friday, January 26, 2018 | 3:00 p.m.
Municipal Center Council Chambers
No Tickets Required

ART FILM #1: MOULIN ROUGE
Friday, January 12, 2018 | 3:00 p.m.
Municipal Center Council Chambers
No Tickets Required

FEBRUARY
LIQUID PLEASURE SUPERSHOW
Friday, February 2, 2018 | 7:30 p.m.
East Beach Conference Center
$10 Ticket Release: Kiawah 1/16 Public 

CANTUS
Tuesday, February 6, 2018 | 7:30 p.m.
Holy Spirit Catholic Church 
Ticket Release: 1/23*

QUENTIN BAXTER PRESENTS...
ULYSSES OWENS & FRIENDS
Thursday, February 8, 2018 | 7:30 p.m.
Turtle Point Clubhouse
$25 or $60 for series via baxtermusic.com
Tickets Available Now

ART FILM #3: 
AS DREAMERS DO
Friday, February 9, 2018 | 3:00 p.m.
Municipal Center Council Chambers
No Tickets Required

WYCLIFFE GORDON & 
HIS INTERNATIONAL ALL-STARS
Monday, February 12, 2018 | 7:30 p.m.
East Beach Conference Center
$10 Ticket Release: 1/29*

ART FILM #4: 
FINDING VIVIAN MAIER
Friday, February 23, 2018 | 3:00 p.m.
Municipal Center Council Chambers
No Tickets Required

YOUNG ARTISTS CONCERT: 
VOCAL STUDENTS OF DAVID TEMPLETON
Sunday, February 25, 2018 | 4:00 p.m.
Church of Our Saviour
Ticket Release: Kiawah 2/6 Public 2/9

MARCH
BACH SOCIETY OF CHARLESTON
Sunday, March 4, 2018 | 4:00 p.m.
Holy Spirit Catholic Church
Ticket Release: Kiawah 2/13 Public 2/16

MORANZ ENTERTAINMENT 
presents LEGENDARY VOICES
Thursday, March 8, 2018 | 7:30 p.m.
River Course Clubhouse
$10 Ticket Release: 2/22*

Check out the complete season planner at  www.kiawahisland.org/events

Overview
Beachfront development in South Carolina is regulated primarily by 
the South Carolina DHEC Office of Coastal Resource Management 
(OCRM).  Every 7-10 years, OCRM is required by state law to 
review and revise the state’s beachfront jurisdictional lines (the 
Baseline and the Setback line). The purpose of the jurisdictional 
lines is to implement laws and regulations that support the state's 
beachfront management goals and to guide development away 
from vulnerable beachfront shorelines. A 2016 amendment of 
the Beachfront Management Act prohibits the baseline from 
moving seaward from its position on December 31, 2017. These 
jurisdictional lines were last redrawn in 2009.

The latest OCRM review process began in October 2017 and was 
originally planned for completion by December 31, 2017.  Based 
on public comments and concerns, the adoption schedule was 
changed to extend the public comment period until April 6, 2018.  
It is estimated that Kiawah’s jurisdictional lines will be adopted by 
August 24, 2018.  The current jurisdictional lines remain in effect 
until the new lines are adopted. 

The OCRM jurisdictional line website provides a great overview 
of the entire jurisdictional line process as well as detailed 
definitions of both the Baseline and Setback lines. This overview 
can be found at http://scdhec.gov/HomeAndEnvironment/Water/
CoastalManagement/BeachManagement/BeachfrontJurisdiction/
index.htm

What are the lines? 
In general, the two lines can be defined as:
Baseline – The crest (top) of the primary oceanfront sand dune.  

Setback line – A line drawn parallel to the baseline set at a distance 
equal to 40 times the annual long-term erosion rate.  If the beach is 
stable or accreting, the Setback line is set 20 feet landward of the 
baseline. 

Developed and undeveloped property that lies seaward of either of 
these lines is subject to regulations and restrictions regarding new 
construction and reconstruction of existing structures, including 
pools and decks, on the portion of the property that extends seaward 
of either line.  

Kiawah's Beach Consultants Weighs In
The Town’s beach consultant, Coastal Science & Engineering (CSE), 
has completed a detailed review of the proposed jurisdictional 
line changes as well as the methodology and data utilized by 
OCRM.  This technical report, available by contacting the Town, 
was submitted to OCRM by the Town on November 14, 2017.  
The report provides specific recommendations to OCRM that are 
summarized below.

1. Calculation of erosion rates – OCRM utilized shoreline position 
data from 14 different years between 1854-2015 to determine the 
long-term erosion rate for Kiawah.  CSE questions the accuracy of 
the data from the 1800s and recommends using lines only from the 
last 40-50 years in order to account for current coastal processes, 
development pressures, and sea level trends. 

Utilizing recent data would decrease the long-term erosion rate for 
most of the island and result in the setback line moving seaward.
 

OCRM Jurisdictional Lines Update
Public Comment Period Extended

Continued on page 7
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Town Office Closers  
Monday, February 19 – Presidents Day
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January
Christmas Trees will be collected with yard debris

 on Thursdays. Trees should be undecorated and placed curb side. 
  

February
 No change in service.  

March  
Brown Trash & Hazardous Waste: Friday, March 2

See notice for details.

Solid Waste Notices

11

For more information call 843-768-6491 or visit 
www.freshfieldsvillage.com

Business Spotlight

STUDIO 33 is a high-end fitness and wellness studio offering a broad 
range of classes including Yoga, Pilates, Barre just to name a few. 
Fitness isn’t the only part of a healthy journey, so the studio hosts 
classes related to nutrition and overall wellness to support your 
wellness journey. In addition, STUDIO 33 will carry high-end 
athleisure gear including Lululemon, so if you’re looking for the 
perfect pair of yoga pants swing by and try them on. Visit STUDIO 
33 next to Fuji Sushi and Cantina 76 to meet the owners, 
Frank & Liz. Visit www.studio33kiawah.com for a current class 
schedule.

209 Farm Lake View | 843-619-7210 | www.studio33kiawah.com

Sea Islands Cars & Coffee  
Saturday,  January 20 - 9:00 to 11:00 a.m.
Saturday, February 17 - 9:00 to 11:00 a.m.
Saturday,  March 17 - 9:00 to 11:00 a.m.

Calling all car enthusiasts! Arrive in your favorite ride and join us 
for Cars and Coffee at Freshfields Village the 3rd Saturday of 
every month. The free event will feature antiques, classics, exot-
ics, concepts and any other cool cars. Coffee and other refresh-
ments available for purchase by Java Java Coffee House.

Spring Music on the Green 
Friday, March 30 - 6:00 to 9:00 p.m.
Join us as we kick off Easter weekend with an outdoor, 
complimentary concert on the Village Green. Guests are 
encouraged to bring a beach chair or blanket.
 

Spring Festival
Saturday, March 31 
11:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.

The festival features a variety of ac-
tivities the whole family can enjoy.  Free 
children’s activities such as inflatable 
games, face-painting and spring crafts 
will be available along with interactive 
live music.  Plus, the Easter Bunny will 
be hopping through the Village for photo 
opportunities!  The St. Johns Fire Depart-
ment will be on site with activities, tours 
of their trucks, and safety tips. While the 
kids play, parents can browse a display of 
artwork from the Kiawah and Seabrook 
Artists guilds. Vendors will be set up with 
food and beverages for purchase.

Events

Annual 
Art & Wine Walk
Friday, February 16 
4:00 to 7:00 p.m.

The Art & Wine Walk is back, 
with a celebration that marries 
wine, art, music, and more! 
Residents and visitors are 
invited to view works from 
local and visiting artists in 
participating stores during this 
free event. Participating stores 
will feature a variety of wines, 
as well as hors d'oeuvres. The 
Williams Duo, a two-piece jazz 

group, will provide musical accompaniment for the evening. 
Visit the Freshfields Village website for participating stores and 
details.

Brown Trash & Hazardous Waste 
Collection

 Friday, March 2
All brown trash must be placed on the curb by 7:00 a.m. to ensure 
collection. Household hazardous waste must be brought to front 
parking lot at the Municipal Center (4475 Betsy Kerrison Parkway) 
for disposal between the hours of 8:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. For larger 
items such as refrigerators, washers, dryers, etc., please call Carolina 
Waste at 843-576-1100 to schedule a pickup at an additional cost.

What classifies as Brown Trash?  
Lawn chairs, grills, folding/beach chairs, mattresses (single or twin 
only) box springs (single or twin only) and bicycles.

What classifies as Household Hazardous waste?
Household chemicals, garden chemicals, home workshop chemicals, 
used motor oil, oil filters, antifreeze, paint and paint remover, varnish
pesticides, batteries and CFL/Fluorescent/incandescent bulbs.

We have expanded the Town's quarterly newsletter mailing list to 
reach more property owners. Every quarter Town Notes is mailed to 
recipients, distributed via email notification as well as posted on our 
website. 

If you prefer to not receive a hard copy, email 
sbraswell@kiawahisland.org to be removed from the mailing list.

  Stay Connected
Are you subscribed to the Town’s biweekly e-mail notifications? 

  To be added send your name and e-mail address to
 sbraswell@kiawahisland.org 

Photo: Jim Jordan. Story on pg. 8 

Print your own 2018 Solid Waste Collection Schedule 
at www.kiawahisland.org/services/garbage-collection
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I want to begin this 
new year by offering 
recognition and 
appreciation of the 
strong community of 
volunteers within the 
Kiawah community. 
Kiawah residents support 
– through their time 

and money – education, health care, social services, arts and 
cultural programs throughout the sea islands and the greater 
Charleston area.  On Kiawah, many organizations, like the 
Conservancy, KICA, and numerous smaller organizations 
benefit from volunteer support as well.

The Town is no exception.  Resident involvement is essential 
in our town operating efficiently and ensures that we remain 
aligned with the interests and expectations of our residents.  
The Town of Kiawah Island operates with a small staff - 18 
full-time employees, and 40 part-time deputies. In addition, we 
have over 80 volunteers that give their time to a dozen Town 
committees and groups.  

Most of these groups provide over-sight to important 
municipal functions.  Through these committees, residents 
provide advice and support to the Town Council and staff 
for important areas such as public safety, public works, 
finance, communications and the island’s environment.  
Other committees, like the planning commission, BZA, and 
construction board of appeals, hold direct responsibility for 
critical Town functions. 

In addition, groups like the Arts Council, Turtle Patrol and 
CERT that devote countless hours to directly provide services 
that our residents value and that contribute in making Kiawah 
the special place that it is.  I can't thank each of our volunteers 
enough.  Their time could be directed to a number of other 

activities, so I appreciate that they have chosen to support the 
Town with their time and energy.

Our reliance on volunteers has an additional benefit.  It 
provides residents the opportunity to participate in their 
local government or contribute their input.  While in any 
year the number of new volunteer openings is finite, if you 
have an interest and would like to participate please call or 
email me.  If participating on a Town committee is not your 
thing, or is too great of a commitment, remember that every 
committee meeting is open to the public and affords residents 
the opportunity to learn what is going on, and offer their input.  
This is especially true of our monthly Town Council meetings.  
Each committee meeting schedule and agenda is posted on the 
Town’s website. We invite you to attend as it would be great to 
see some new faces attend our meetings.

I am also grateful to my four colleagues of Town Council 
- John Wilson, Diana Mezzanotte, Chris Widuch and Jack 
Koach and to our Municipal Court Judge, John Strauch.  
Kiawah is one of only a very few municipalities in South 
Carolina with a volunteer (unpaid) Town Council and 
Municipal Court.  The Town’s four council members devote 
their time to reviewing issues, preparing for meetings, chairing 
committees, representing the Town, and providing support to 
our staff.  Both myself and the Town Administrator, Stephanie 
Tillerson, continually benefit from their advice and support.  

Finally, I want to acknowledge the contributions of the 
employees that support this Town.  Each one brings a high 
level of knowledge and experience to their job.  This a been 
a productive year for the Town’s staff -  completing the new 
municipal facility on time and under budget, continuing to 
look for ways to improve the Town’s services, and addressing 
the impact of a second major storm in many years.  As a group, 
the Town is committed to maintain and preserve Kiawah 
Island as excellent place to live and to visit.  

Mayor’s Corner

Watch Town Council Meetings via Live Stream 
As a part of our great communications efforts, the Town began live streaming coverage of Town 
Council meetings in November. Tune in the 1st Tuesday of every month at 2:00 p.m. to watch your 
Town Council in action. To access our YouTube channel, go to www.kiawahisland.org scroll to the 
bottom of the home page (where the social media icons are) and hit the YouTube icon. If you have 
questions contact Stephanie Braswell Edgerton at 843-768-5113. 

Performance genres Most preferred:

65% - Orchestra

58% - Jazz

53% - Blues/Folk

52% - Vocalists

46% - Theatre

42% - Piccolo Performances

38% - Piano Bars

37% - Comedy & Dance Bands

36% - Choir

34% - Young Artists Concerts

31% - Ballet

25% - Art Films

We had a wide variety of  

“other” genre requests, but 

rock n roll, country, classical 

and chamber music were the 

top four mentioned.

what Participants value most 
about the arts council programs:

86% 81% 80% 55%

No need to leave 
the Kiawah area 

to attend the event

The events are 
free or low cost

Exposure to a variety 
of  performing arts 
and musical genres

The opportunity to 
socialize within Kiawah and 
neighboring communities

The majority of  the 523 comments received were supportive of  the Arts Council and our events.  
In addition, there were many good suggestions that our committee plans to utilize.10
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Town Council 
Quarter In Review

October 
• Council reviewed the FY 2016/2017 audit presentation 
presented by Greene, Finney and Horton. This document 
can be found at www.kiawahisland.org/transparency. 
• Approved first reading to amend Ordinance 2017-09 on 
rental property permits and regulations. (see page 5)
• Approved first reading to amend Ordinance 2017-19 on 
yard debris that prohibits lawn service contractors from 
leaving yard debris curbside or on vacant lots requiring 

removal from the island. 
• Approved first reading to amend Ordinance 2017-20 to prohibit 
digging holes on the beach with minor exceptions and prohibit the 
use of metal shovels. (see page 7)
• Approved first reading to amend Ordinance 2017-21 on beach 
walkovers. (see page 7)
• Approved to enter into a contract with R.E. Goodson Construction 
for emergency beach/dune repair services for sand scrapping.
• Approved a new contract for the Town Administrator for a period of 
two years with provision for a two-year extension.  
• Reviewed the 2017 Charleston Regional Hazard Mitigation Plan 
Executive Summary.
• Received confirmation from Town Attorney that the annual 
employee disclosure statement on ethical conduct and conflicts of 
interest had been completed by each employee and there were no 
conflicts reported. 

November
• Approved the first reading of Ordinance 2017-23 to rezone the 
property located at 1 Kiawah Beach Drive from the Commercial 
Zoning to the RST-2, Resort Zoning. 
• Approved second reading to amend the following ordinances:  
Ordinance 2017-20 on digging holes on the beach; Ordinance 2017-
19 on yard debris;  Ordinance 2017-21 on beach walkovers and 
Ordinance 2017-09 on rental property permits and regulations. 
• Passed resolution 2017-03 that allows the Town to participate in the 
South Carolina Local Government Investment Pool. 
• Approved a 2018 employee health insurance subsidy in the amount 
of $133 per employee.

December
• Approved the second reading of Ordinance 2017-23 to rezone 1 
Kiawah Beach Drive to RST-2, Resort Zoning District. 
• Approved the 2018 Town Council Meeting Schedule.
• Appointed William Conner, KICA Director of Major Repairs to the 
Public Works Committee.
• Approved making a recommendation to Charleston County Council 
for Stephen Lando to serve as the Kiawah Island representative on St. 
Johns Fire District Commissioner. 
• Approved a post-employment retirement health contribution that 
will fund up to 50% of a retiree’s heath, dental and visions insurance 
up to age 65 for employees that meet the retiree eligibility.

  Expanded information on any of the agenda items above can be 
viewed at www.kiawahisland.org/meetings-minutes/town-council

A
dm

inistrative 

On November 14, 2017, the U.S. Attorney informed the Town of 
Kiawah Island officials that charges have been filed and a federal 
grand jury has indicted two former Town employees stemming from 
alleged misuse of Town funds. The former Town Administrator, 
Tumiko Rucker and the former Town Treasurer, Harrison Kenneth 
Gunnells, have been charged with a felony offense of Conspiracy to 
Commit Wire Fraud while employed at the Town of Kiawah Island. 
Both former employees were terminated from their positions with the 
Town in 2015 after evidence of their actions was discovered. The two 
former employees pleaded not guilty in federal court on November 27 
to charges stemming from allegations they defrauded the Town out of 
$200,000 between 2011 and 2015. 
Mayor Craig Weaver stated “The Town is grateful to the U.S. 
Attorney’s Office for their thorough handling of this matter and looks 
forward to a resolution that provides closure for our residents and 
staff.  Town officials and staff, past and present, have cooperated 
at every step of the investigation, including providing background 
information and financial records which support the Town’s 
contention of misconduct. The Town will continue to cooperate 
with the authorities as this case proceeds through the criminal court 
process.” The Town will continue to notify residents on this issue 
when more information is available. 

Former Administrator 
and Treasurer Indicted   

The Town of Kiawah Island is committed to providing the best and 
most effective means of communication to its residents and visitors. 
That is why the Town's communications workgroup and staff spent 
2017 evaluating its mediums for communication used or hosted by 
the Town. After reviewing the Residents Xchange forum and its 
functionality, the Town made the decision that effective January 2, 
2018,  the forum would be discontinued. The Town believes this is 
the appropriate decision given there are more than two forums serving 
the Kiawah community in the same capacity. If you have questions, 
please contact Stephanie Braswell Edgerton at 843-768-5113. We 
encourage everyone to connect with us via our other communication 
outlets:

Biweekly E-News: Joining our E-news distribution list is a 
convenient way to stay up to date on Town initiatives, 
environmental and wildlife information, special events, 
solid waste reminders and more. To be added send your  

 email address to sbraswell@kiawahisland.org   

Our website is an excellent place to find information for 
residents, visitors, and businesses.  
www.kiawahisland.org

Quarterly Newsletter We have expanded the Town's 
quarterly newsletter mailing list to reach more property 
owners. Every quarter Town Notes is mailed to recipients, 
distributed via email notification and posted                            

     on our website.

And We're Social 

The Arts & Cultural Events Council would like to thank the 552 individuals that 
took the time to complete our survey. Complete survey results are posted on the 
Town’s website at www.kiawahisland.org/arts-cultural-event-survey-results/
Here are a few highlights from the survey.

Of the 552 responses...

67% were from Kiawah

16% were 
from Seabrook

Of the households that responded, 85% 
include people aged between 51-80.

98% of  participants believe Arts 
Council events benefit the Kiawah 

Island community

54% of  participants attended up to 
7 of  our 28 major events last season

Ways That survey participants 
believe arts council programs 

benefit the community...

95% adds to 
the quality of  
life on Kiawah

88% increases 
opportunities for 

enjoyment

68% builds 
individual social 

networks
67% improves 
community image

57% bulds 
community 

pride

40% 
provides 
economic 

value
33% 
attract 
buyers

30% 
helps maintain 

property 
values

23% 
attracts 
tourists 14% 

attracts 
businesses

Arts and Cultural Events Survey Highlights

Resident Xchange
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Wild About Video Series 
The Town’s Environmental and Wildlife department is doing 
something fresh for the new year!  Starting in January we will 
begin airing a series of short fun videos called Wild About led by 
Town biologists. Each segment will focus on a particular element 
of nature, wildlife or the environment from life here on Kiawah. 
The series will air the last week of each month via YouTube and our 
social media outlets. Look for the first one the last week in January! 
We will send reminders in the biweekly news email. 

We have interesting content lined up to be featured in the series but 
your input is always welcome. Do you have a topic suggestion? 
Send it to sbraswell@kiawahisland.org

ABOUT

Fall Migration Banding 
Summary   By: Aaron Given, Wildlife Biologist Rental Property 

O r d i n a n c e
C h a n g e s

In November, Town Council approved ordinance changes on rental 
regulations and the application process. These changes will be 
implemented in the 2018 business license renewal season. Below is a 
summary of the changes made to the ordinance. 

Summary of Changes

Note: Rental permits do not apply to properties that are rented for 
periods less than 14-calendar days during an annual period.

• To conform to federal requirements for emergency vehicle access, 
no more than two vehicles will be permitted to park overnight in a 
single family residential dwelling driveway.

• Prior to the issuance of a business license for rental units St. John’s 
Fire District personnel shall inspect all driveways for new applicants, 
to ensure compliance. Non-compliant driveways shall be permitted 
30-days to make necessary corrections.

• Rental properties shall remain compliant with the current edition 
of the Property Maintenance Code and will be subject to random 
inspections.

• Homeowners are held responsible for compliance and not the 
agencies. 

• No owner or agent can advertise their rental property that would 
result in a violation of the ordinance.

• All commercial advertisement for rental units shall display the 
current business license number in the text of their advertisement.

• Owner’s or their agents are responsible for educating their guest 
about all applicable ordinances.

• A fire extinguisher meeting the requirements as a 1-A: 10B:C shall 
be mounted under the kitchen sink.

• Guests are prohibited from bringing metal shovels to the beach.

• The rental ordinance and the rental application package will 
be included in the online rental business application, and will be 
available to print at the owner’s or agent’s discretion. 

If you have questions, contact Bruce Spicher by phone at 843-768-
9166 or by email at bspicher@kiawahisland.org.

To apply for a business licence for your property,  you can apply 
online at www.kiawahisland.org/business-licenses.

W
ildlife 

Irma Survey Results 
During November, the Town distributed a survey to evaluate our 
communication efforts pre and post Tropical Storm Irma. Thank 
you to those who participated. The highlights are published below. 
Percentages are based on participant responses. The full survey 
results can be found on www.kiawahisland.org/latest-news. 

JUST RIGHT 
NOT ENOUGH

JUST RIGHT 

NOT ENOUGH

The 2017 fall migration banding season at the Kiawah Island 
Banding Station (KIBS) ended November 30. Bird banding occurs 
at two sites at each end of island about 8 miles apart: Captain 
Sam's (west end) and Little Bear (east end). Collectively, 8,393 
birds were banded and 1,845 birds were recaptured of 93 different 
species. Aside from tracking migration patterns, bird banding data 
is important because birds act as indicator species. Because they 
are susceptible to negative forces in the environment, they also 
determine the health of environment. The Town would like to thank 
our team of banding assistants, the Kiawah Island Conservancy 
for providing funding for the housing of the banding assistants; 
Kiawah Partners and the Bear Island Holding Trust for allowing 
access to their property.

Captain Sams Site
4,796 new birds were banded with 1,216 recaptures of 83 different 
species. Two new species were banded at this site - Yellow-throated 
Vireo and Saltmarsh Sparrow. 

Top 5 Species Banded at Captain Sam's
1. Common Yellowthroat (1,314)
2. Yellow-rumped Warbler (704)
3. Gray Catbird (685)
4. Red-eyed Vireo (265) 
5. American Redstart (229) 

Recapture Highlight 
This Common Yellowthroat had already 
been banded at Forman's Branch Bird 
Observatory at the Chester River Field 
Research Station in Chestertown, 
Maryland. It is rare that recaptures are 
made from other organizations during the 
same season.

Little Bear Site
3,597 new birds were banded with 629 recaptures of 75 different 
species. Two new species were banded at this site - Belted 
Kingfisher and Eastern Bluebird. This was the first Belted 
Kingfisher ever banded on Kiawah Island! 

Top 5 Species Banded at Little Bear
1. Common Yellowthroat (948)
2. Gray Catbird (624)
3. Palm Warbler (326)
4. Yellow-rumped Warbler (273)
5. Northern Waterthush (132) 

First Timer Highlight
This was the first Belted Kingfisher ever 
banded on Kiawah Island! 

Read the full season report on the 
Kiawah Island Banding Station blog at 

kiawahislandbanding.blogspot.com

Tails from the Field  

On November 6, Town Biologists received a report of three bobcats 
behind a home on Old Dock Road feeding on the carcass of a young 
deer. Biologists visited the home and were able to get pictures 
of a collared female bobcat and her two kittens hiding in a saw 
palmetto thicket next to the home. The homeowners graciously 
agreed to leave the carcass in their backyard so that the bobcats 
could continue to feed on it, completing the circle of life. Up close 
encounters with wildlife are one of the many things that makes 
Kiawah Island such an amazing place to live and visit. Follow us 
on social media for more stories of our biologists encounters with 
island wildlife. 
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Navigation  Bar that expands to 
popular links when you hover 

Arts education is a core value of the mission of the 
Gibbes Museum of Art. In an effort to fill the gap 
in arts education, the Gibbes developed a unique 
program called Art Access to expose visual arts to 
Title I students in the tri-county at no cost. 

The Gibbes Art Access program is a reoccurring 
recipient of the Town of Kiawah Charitable 
Contribution funding. In the FY 16-17 budget, they 

were approved for a contribution in the amount of $12,000. 
Through this funding, it supported 600+ students in Johns Island 
and Wadmalaw schools. 

Art Access provides students with transportation, museum 
admission, a tour with a dedicated museum educator, hands-on 
activities directly relating to S.C. Learning Standards, exposure 
to museum-quality artists, and professional development for 
educators. 

Interdisciplinary in nature, the program’s offering is a rich 
resource to explore local and national art and culture from the 
eighteenth century to the present. Examples of themes include 
South Carolina history, exploring art elements and a STEAM 
(Science, Technology, Engineering, Arts and Math) tour that uses 
mathematical and scientific processes to look at artwork. Teachers 
have access to pre-museum visit material that includes writing and 
art activities that relate directly to their tour.

On the day of their field trip, students begin with a tour of the 
museum and exhibitions led by a museum educator during which 
the students are encouraged to ask questions about artwork and 
examine how artists solve design challenges. Through active 
discussion, students make observations and construct arguments 
about how and why artists use specific tools, media, or imagery. 

Following the tour, students have the opportunity to meet with 
visiting artists where they can interact with working artists who 
have established careers. Students also engage in hands on art 
activities designed to develop intellectual and aesthetic skills. 

Teachers have access to post-museum visit material that require 
the students to draw on information and skills they learned during 
their visit. Samples of student response journals are collected, 
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and teacher and administrator surveys are conducted to measure 
and comprehend skill sets impacting students the most, in all 
subjects.

"The Art program at St. John's High School is grateful for the 
Town of Kiawah support for Field Trip experiences to the Gibbes 
Museum of Art. Many of our students have had limited exposure 
to the arts, and this opportunity provides an important component 
of our vision 'Scholars of the Island, Citizens of the World'. The 
Gibbes not only provides exposure to the rich artistic history of 
the Lowcountry but also the traveling exhibitions are thoughtfully 
curated, enriching and challenging from global perspectives. I have 
encountered students who have never been to an art museum, and 
we are only able to provide this experience for our students with 
this support." - St. Johns High School Educator 

In 2017 – 18, the Gibbes Art Access program will strive to reach 
more than 10,000 students throughout the tri-county.  For more 
information or to donate to the Art Access program, contact Jennifer 
Ross, Director of Development at 843-722-2706 x 216 or by email 
at jross@gibbesmuseum.org.

Sand Hole 
Ordinance

This summer the Town began finding enormous sand holes were 
being dug along the beach by patrons. The size of the holes began 
posing a threat to public safety as well as a hazard for nesting 
Sea Turtles population. In November, Town Council passed an 
ordinance that prohibits changing the contour of the beach by 
digging holes. The only exceptions are digging by authorized 
personnel or at authorized special events. 

The ordinance also prohibits being in possession of or using a metal 
shovel on Kiawah’s Beach. Plastic shovels are allowed to be used 
but can be no longer than 14” in length. Violators will be fined and 
can be reported to Beach Patrol at 843-518-2880 or 
Code Enforcement at 843-768-9166

Beach walkovers provide access over the dunes to the beach for 
residents and visitors.  DHEC-OCRM regulates the construction of 
new beach walkovers and all new boardwalks must comply to their 
specifications. Walkovers on Kiawah are approved through a joint 
review process between the Town and Kiawah Architectural Review 
Board.  State (OCRM) regulations do not deal with boardwalks that 
have fallen out of compliance, which makes it necessary for the 
Town to regulate this issue.  

During the past two storm events, the majority of beach walkovers 
were damaged or destroyed.  It became clear during the recovery 
process, especially after Tropical Storm Irma, that a revision to 
the beach walkover ordinance was necessary. The prior ordinance, 
adopted in 2013, provided up to two years for repairs to be made and 
did not allow the Town’s Building Department to require the repair 
of unsafe boardwalks.  This year a new ordinance was written and 
adopted by Town Council on November 7, 2017.  The Town believes 
the new ordinance will shorten the beach recovery time frame after a 
storm event.  

A summary of the new ordinance and changes are detailed below.

1. Boardwalks are now divided into two categories (private and 
community). The third category (public) was moved into the 
community category.

2. All new boardwalks must be built to OCRM specifications and 
terminate no more than 10 feet onto the active beach (No change).

3. Existing boardwalks (all) in disrepair - Owner must repair and/
or remove the unsafe portion of the boardwalk within 30 days of 
notification by the Town.  Example:  After a storm, an owner can 
simply cut off the damaged section to allow removal by the Town’s 
beach debris contractor.  This would bring the boardwalk into 
compliance. (New)

4. Existing boardwalks (all) extending more than 10 feet onto beach - 
Owner must submit remediation plans within 30 days of notification 
from the Town.  Owner has an additional 60 days after plan approval 
to complete work and bring boardwalk into compliance.  (Was one 
year)

5. Existing community boardwalks that terminate more than 20 feet 
landward of the primary dune and are causing the destruction of dune 
vegetation - Owner must submit remediation plans within 30 days of 
notification from the Town.  Owner has an additional 180 days after 
plan approval to complete work. (Was two years)

6. Exception – Any owner can appeal a violation to the Building 
Department within 30 days of receiving notice from the Town of 
a violation. (Change designates authority to the Town’s Building 
Department).

The new ordinance can be read in its entirety at
 www.kiawahisland.org/latest-news

Charitable 
Contribution Spotlight

On November 16, Mayor Craig Weaver visited the Gibbs Art 
Access program with Executive Director Angela Mack (left) and 
Director of Development Jennifer Ross (right).

"We thank the Town of Kiawah Island for its support and 
investment in the community and programs that impact student's 
lives. We are truly grateful for this wonderful community 
partnership that has allowed us to provide arts education outreach, 
especially to the sea island schools."

- Angela Mack, Gibbes Executive Director  
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2. Primary dune location -  OCRM used LIDAR elevation data, 
vegetation lines and surveys from at least 11 different years 
between 1959-2016 to determine the position of the primary 
dune.  CSE questions the OCRM methodology and recommends 
that OCRM utilize recent beach profile survey data elevations to 
determine the primary dune position.  In many parts of the island, 
this would result in the baseline moving seaward.  
     
The Town encourages all beachfront property owners to take 
advantage of the extended public comment period and review 
the OCRM website to ascertain whether their property is affected 
and to review the information about regulations and restrictions 
affecting property extending seaward of either line.  Until April 
6, 2018, any member of the public may provide comments to 
DHEC-OCRM.  Comments can be submitted through the OCRM 
website or in writing to: DHEC-OCRM, Attn: Barbara Neale, 1362 
McMillan Avenue, Suite 400, Charleston, SC. 29405. 

If you have any questions you should first review the DHEC-
OCRM website, which will provide the most complete and 
accurate information.  However, if you have any questions that 
have not been answered there, please direct your question to Town 
Administrator, Stephanie Tillerson at stillerson@kiawahisland.org.  
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