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Municipal Center Grand Opening

Town noTes
The Newsletter of the Town of Kiawah Island 

2017 Quarter 4

On Thursday, September 7, the Town of Kiawah celebrated the grand 
opening of its new Municipal Center. Despite Hurricane Irma threatening 
our coast, the event was a great success and enjoyed by all. The ribbon 
cutting was preceded with the following speakers: Former Mayor Charles 
R. Lipuma, Municipal Center Committee Chairman John D. Labriola, LS3P 
Architect David Burt, Jim Hundley from Thomas Construction and Helen 
Hill from the Charleston Visitors Bureau.

The total Municipal Center project, inclusive of architectural design, 
construction, site development and landscaping, cost approximately $9 
million. The Town contributed $1.5 million from the sale of the former 
municipal center, $4.2 million from cash reserves and financed the balance 
over the next 10 years. The new building is approximately 14,100 sq.ft., of 
which approximately 2,000 sq.ft. is council chambers, 10,100 sq.ft. of office 
space that includes a Charleston Visitors Bureau satellite office.  

If you missed the grand opening, please stop in and take a tour at your 
convenience. Town Council and staff looks forward to serving the 
community from our new facility. The Town would like to thank the 
following individuals for their hard work and commitment to the success of 
the project:

MUNICIPAL CENTER COMMITTEES
John D. Labriola, Former Council and Chairman

Charles R. Lipuma, Former Mayor
Mary Q. Johnson, Former Council

Chris Widuch, Council 
F. Daniel Prickett 

Roger Warren
Mark Permar

Ashley A. Johnson
Bill Thomae

David DeStefano
Blase Keegal
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Town Office Closers  
Friday, November 10 – Veterans Day 

Thursday, November 23 – Thanksgiving Day
Friday, November 24 – Thanksgiving Day
Monday, December 25 – Christmas Day

Monday, January 1 – New Years Day 
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October 
No Change in Service 

   
November

Veteran’s Day - No Change in Service 
Thanksgiving Service Change  – 

Yard debris collection is cancelled. 

December 
Brown Trash & Hazardous Waste: See notice for details

Christmas Holiday Service Change –
Monday’s trash collection will move to Tuesday, December 26. 

All other collections will move forward a day. 

Solid Waste Notices

Brown Trash & Hazardous Waste 
Collection

 Friday, December 1
All brown trash must be placed on the curb by 7:00 a.m. to ensure 
collection. Household Hazardous waste must be brought to the Town 
Hall garage (4475 Betsy Kerrison Parkway) for disposal between the 
hours of 8:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.  For larger items such as refrigerators, 
washers, dryers, etc., please call Carolina Waste at 843-576-1100 to 
schedule a pickup at an additional cost.

What classifies as Brown Trash?  
Lawn chairs, grills, folding/beach chairs, mattresses (single or twin 
only) box springs (single or twin only) and bicycles.

What classifies as Household Hazardous waste?
Household chemicals, garden chemicals, home workshop chemicals, 
used motor oil, oil filters, antifreeze, paint and paint remover, varnish
pesticides, batteries and CFL/Fluorescent/incandescent bulbs.

We have expanded the Town's quarterly newsletter mailing list to 
reach more property owners. Every quarter Town Notes is mailed to 
recipients, distributed via email notification as well as posted on our 
website. 

If you prefer to not receive a hard copy, email 
sbraswell@kiawahisland.org to be removed from the mailing list.

  Stay Connected
Are you subscribed to the Town’s biweekly e-mail notifications? 

  To be added send your name and e-mail address to
 sbraswell@kiawahisland.org 

}



}
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It doesn’t seem that long 
ago that we were cleaning 
up the aftermath of 
Hurricane Matthew.  Now 
we are dealing with Irma.  
In both instances, Kiawah 
was fortunate to have 
missed the worst impact.  
We have been reminded 

by Texas, Florida, and the Caribbean that a major storm can 
be devastating.  These two moderate sized storms impacted 
Kiawah very differently.  Matthew passed closely off-shore 
and made much of the island impassable because of the large 
amount of wind-blown debris.  Irma’s impact was much 
different.  Although Kiawah was far removed from the center 
of the storm, Irma generated a great deal of storm surge that 
covered most of the island’s main roads and made the island 
equally impassable.  Both storms generated significant damage 
to Kiawah’s beach, dunes and boardwalks.  

As with Matthew, the Town, KICA, SJFD and other entities 
worked closely to coordinate their communications and 
activities during the storm and the clean-up afterward.  Most 
of the feedback from properties owners has been positive, 
but just as after Matthew we are evaluating the impact of this 
storm and learning from each experience to better prepare for 
the next. 

For me, the biggest eye opener – and one all residents should 
consider – was the impact that a moderate storm surge had on 
our roads and the public safety implications.  The storm passed 
at high tide, and during the many hours that followed our 
major roads from the new municipal center on Betsy Kerrison 
to well past the Vanderhorst gate were flooded and completely 
impassable.  Not only could residents not move on, off or 
around the island, but fire district responders were constrained 
by high water in responding to a house fire.  This storm 
demonstrated that Kiawah’s chief vulnerability in a storm does 
not necessarily come from the direction of the ocean or the 
beach, but storm surge flowing from the Kiawah River and our 
marshes and creeks.  

One implication of this - in the absence of an evacuation order 
(which can only come from the South Carolina’s Governor), 
residents need to be prepared to make informed decisions 
earlier than they might prefer on whether to leave the island, 
and what measures to take to protect their property.   With only 
one road off the island, which we have seen overridden with 
storm surge during both storms, your option to leave the island 
in advance, during, or after a major storm may be limited. 

Another issue that we will want to consider further is the 
vulnerability of our various utility services to flooding.  
Kiawah’s water utility did an outstanding job in maintaining 
service throughout both Matthew and Irma. Our power and 
communications services did not fare as well, although with 
so much of their equipment at or below ground level it should 
not be unexpected that many residents experienced power 
or communications outages.  Despite the significant damage 
to equipment and the need to wait for flood waters to recede 
before repairs could begin, our provider responded quickly and 
supplemented their crews to get all of the island restored.  

Finally, during both storms the Town’s and community 
association’s top priority was to keep a steady flow of factual 
information for our residents and property owners.  This is 
made more challenging because our property owners are 
geographically scattered and often have very different needs 
and expectations for what they need and want to know.  The 
Town and KICA coordinate every communication to ensure 
that we are providing the same information and combining 
our distribution lists to ensure every property owner is 
reached.  Nevertheless, this is a good time to ensure that 
you are signed up for Town eblasts and Code Red system.  
Additionally, during a storm we concurrently publish all of our 
communications on social media including Facebook, Twitter 
and Instagram. 

One action that can most help us prepare for the next storm is 
to have your input.  During the two weeks from November 13 
to November 20 we will open a brief online survey at 
www.surveymonkey.com/r/postirmasurvey.  Please take a few 
minutes to visit the site and share with us your experience and 
suggestions.  We will publish a summary of your responses.

Mayor’s Corner

Coming  Soon - Live Streaming Council Meetings 
As a part of our great communciations efforts, the Town will begin live streaming coverage of 
Town Council meetings which are held every 1st Tuesday of the month at 2:00 p.m. in Council Chambers at 
the Kiawah Island Municipal Center. We will begin live streaming via our YouTube channel at the 
November 7 meeting. To access the YouTube channel go to www.kiawahisland.org and scroll to the bottom 
of the homepage (where the social media icons are) and hit the YouTube icon. 
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Town Council 
Quarter In Review
June Recap In late June, following 
several zoning amendment applications submitted by the 
Kiawah Island Golf Resort on plans for the Sanctuary 
Hotel and West Beach areas and a recommendation from 
Planning Commission, Town Council held a public 
hearing and first reading of the proposed changes for each 
of the text, zoning map and comprehensive plan 
amendment requests for the Sanctuary and West Beach.

July  
• Council held the 2nd reading and approved text, zoning map and 
comprehensive plan amendment requests for the Sanctuary and West 
Beach to include: The Sanctuary - The change to the zoning 
ordinance will allow by right a Church, Synagogue, Temple or Reli-
gious Assembly, within the RST-1, Resort zone. Currently, the only 
property zoned RST-1 on the Island is the Sanctuary. 
West Beach (old Inn area, Cougar Point, and Tennis Club) – The 
various Ordinance changes to the Zoning Ordinance, Zoning Map, 
and Comprehensive Plan was approved to pave the way for the 
redevelopment of West Beach by Kiawah Island Golf Resort.  
• Approved amendments to the 2010 Development Agreement with 
Kiawah Island Golf Resort to include the zoning amendments. 
• Approved a one year extension to the Town’s waste service provider 
(Carolina Waste) contract. 
• Approved the selection of Summit Building Services for the 
janitorial services contractor for the municipal center in the amount 
$7,251. 
• Approved the selection of Integral Solutions Group for the Town’s 
information technology support services contractor in the amount of 
$38,145. 
• Approved the Town's new Accounting Policies and Procedures. This 
document can be found on www.kiawahisland.org > Government 
>Transparency. 

 August
•Approved the FY 17/18 Charleston Area Regional Transportation 
Authority proposed budget.
•  Approved the change in scope amendment to the Town’s landscape 
maintenance contractor (The Greenery) contract to expand services to 
the new municipal center. 
• Approved the Town’s new employee handbook. 

September
•  Approved the McSweeney Engineering proposal for Kiawah River 
Bridge repair design and shoreline erosion design and permitting in 
the amount of $23,200  (see adjacent article) 
•  Approved the Crest Construction proposal for additional 
construction on the Municipal Center garage. This proposal in the 
amount of $19,900 is to include air conditioning, drop ceiling and 
insulation of the garage office area 

Expanded information on any of the agenda items above can be 
viewed at www.kiawahisland.org/meetings-minutes/town-council

A
dm

inistrative 

During the last two routine inspections of the Kiawah River Bridge, 
the Town’s engineering contractor McSweeney Engineering observed 
multiple deficiencies recommended for repair. Additionally, during the 
inspection extensive erosion was observed along the eastern shoreline 
adjacent to the Kiawah River Bridge.  McSweeney Engineering also 
recommended erosion countermeasures to be installed before the 
erosion in this area migrates further towards the bridge or roadway.
 
At the September Town Council meeting, Council approved the 
McSweeney Engineering proposal in the amount of $23,200 for 
engineering services to repair deficiencies to the Kiawah River Bridge 
and shoreline erosion mitigation along Kiawah Island Parkway 
adjacent to the Kiawah River Bridge. The scope of services approved 
included engineering plans for the design repairs, construction details 
and specifications as well as oversite of the bidding and construction 
process. 

Capital Improvment Project
Bridge and Shore Line Erosion Repair 

FY 2017-2018 Applications

The Town of Kiawah Island is very proud to contribute to philanthropic 
work in the community. Given available resources, the Town supports a 
variety of charitable and educational organizations on Johns Island and 
in the greater tri-County area. In addition, the Town supports cultural 
and philanthropic organizations in the greater Charleston area.

The FY 2017-2018 application will be posted Wednesday, November 1, 
2017 by 12:00 p.m. Application deadline is Friday, January 12, 2018 at 
3:00 p.m.

Applications will receive preliminary review by the Ways and Means 
Committee at their January 23 meeting.  Their recommendation will go 
before Town Council for approval on February 6, 2018. 



Bridge and Shore Line Erosion Repair 
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Construction on Kiawah Island is nothing new. 
In fact, there is a building boom on Kiawah, 
with more activity coming in the form of a 
new hotel, a clubhouse at Cougar Point, a new 
convention center, a new chapel and more, all 
due to rise before the next decade dawns. In 
addition to brand-new facilities to draw visitors 
and serve all of the homeowners on Kiawah, two new fire stations 
are planned to provide the necessary safety for all of these new 
investments.

As Chief of the St. Johns Fire District, Colleen Walz is charged 
with inspecting Kiawah not as a tourist or a resident, but from the 
vantage point of the individual responsible for fire and life safety. 
Chief Walz is a 30-year veteran of fire safety, serving 26 years 
with the City of Pittsburgh. She holds an undergraduate degree in 
Community and Human Services and a Master of Science Degree 
in Leadership, with an emphasis in Disaster Preparedness and 
Executive Fire Leadership. She started her career as a firefighter 
and rose through the ranks to Deputy Chief. During her journey, 
she led units in fire investigation and fire suppression, led college 
classes in leadership, and is a proud 2011 graduate of the Executive 
Fire Officers Program (EFOP) from the National Fire Academy 
in Emmitsburg, MD. She comes from a family of firefighters, 
including her father-in-law, her husband and two sons. To Chief 
Walz the focus on fire and life safety isn’t simply a 9-5 job, it is the 
cause to which she has dedicated her life.

In 2013, she was one of over 100 applicants to fill the vacancy 
of Chief of the St. Johns Fire District. Once hired, she immersed 
herself in a review of the department and fire stations throughout 
her jurisdiction. What she found on Kiawah gave her pause. Station 
#6, located at the northern intersection of Flyway and Governors, 
just beyond the entrance to Osprey Point, was built in 1998. 
The station was designed for a single vehicle and a total of four 
firefighters. It was not built to withstand hurricane force winds, 
and flooding was always a risk given it was built at ground level 
instead of on a raised platform. At the time of its construction, 
Kiawah was not heavily developed on the far end of the island. 
Since then, building has stretched significantly east; new homes on 
Ocean Course Drive, Otter Island, Savannah Point and Cormorant 
Island. The recent develop of Ocean Park put even more pressure 
on STJFD to improve its capabilities and coverage to protect 
homes and people further east.
 
Within 18 months of her arrival, she put into motion an initiative to 
update Station #6, and several others under her command. In July, 
her vision started coming into focus with the demolition of this 
outdated and limited use station. During the rebuild, firefighters 
will use a temporarily trailer for housing and a giant membrane 
tent for their equipment. The new station will be capable of 
housing a second fire protection vehicle and three times the 
number of firefighters. The station will boast all of the necessary 
safety features, including living quarters high above flood danger 
and construction in accordance with hurricane resistance codes 
currently in place.

Kiawah's New Fire 
Station 
By: Chris Widuch, Council Member 

This new station will open in the summer of 2018. Once 
complete, the other fire station on Kiawah, Station #4 on 
Kiawah Island Parkway near Sora Rail, will be demolished and built 
new from the ground up. The same Steve Coe design will be used 
for both stations, relying on the experienced architect well-known 
within the industry for stations on Hilton Head, Bluffton, Charleston, 
Seabrook and other places. Kiawah Island is a long way from 
Pittsburgh. Chief Walz has no doubt had a fascinating journey to 
modernize and update the Fire Department for a growing and diverse 
community. The enhanced capability of these two new stations, and 
the addition of a new custom-built Tower Truck at Station #4, are a 
giant leap forward for the safety of those of us on Kiawah Island.

Beach Patrol 
Personnel 
in National 
Lifesaving 
Competition 

In July, eight members of the Kiawah Island Beach Patrol competed 
as part of the Charleston team in the South Atlantic Lifesaving 
Association Lifeguard Competition in Jacksonville, Florida. They 
placed second in the region and advanced to the USLA National 
Lifeguard Championships in Daytona, Florida in August where they 
placed sixth in the nation in the rescue race! The Charleston team 
placed 26th overall.  

Worth Noting 
The Beach Patrol model employed on Kiawah Island is designed to 
promote safety, enhance the quality of medical care available, skilled 
rescues without interrupting routine patrols, wildlife responses, and 
ordinance enforcement. Each member of the Kiawah Island Beach 
Patrol is certified through the United States Lifesaving Association 
(USLA) agency which is the authority on open water lifeguarding. 

Every Beach Patrol employee receives: 
• 40 hours of USLA preseason lifeguard training 
• 16 hours of annual training
• 44 hours of Emergency Medical Responder and CPR training      
   (Several employees have advanced certifications as EMT's or      
    Paramedics)
• 4 hours of Beach Vehicle Operations class 
• 8 hours of Rescue Watercraft class focusing on victim rescues 
   and vessel maneuvers 

Public Safety 
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Navigation  Bar that expands to 
popular links when you hover 

Recognizing the critical need to 
improve student outcomes in the 
tri-county area, a group of local 
educators and members of the 
Charleston Chapter of The Links, 
Inc. along with Jack and Jill of 
America, Inc. began the journey 
in 2007 to establish the Teachers' Supply Closet. 
These founding organizations discovered that nearly 

40,000 children in the tri-county area qualify for at-school free or 
subsidized meals. That number of children has now grown to over 
46,000. Often times this means that if low-income families cannot 
afford lunch for their child, they also cannot afford to buy school 
supplies either. Through no fault of their own, impoverished 
children are required to attend school without the necessary 
provisions for learning. 

In 2008, Teachers' Supply Closet (TSC) began operating as a 
nonprofit whose over arching mission is to help underserved 
K-12th-grade students in the tri-county area by meeting their 
educational and creative needs by providing free school supplies. 
In addition, they are reducing the financial burden by 50 percent 
for teachers who often must purchase the supplies themselves. The 
national average purchased on school supplies out of the teacher’s 
own pocket is over $500 a year. Executive Director, Lynette V. 
Duggins stated "seeing teachers load up their carts with supplies is 
the most gratifying part of my job. Teachers often tell me that their 
stipend can only go so far and that they can spend over $800 more 
out of their own pockets towards instruction for their students."

TSC is the only program of its kind in South Carolina and 
currently serves about 60 percent of the local need. At this 
time, they serve 52 Title I schools who have at least 79 percent 
of students qualifying for free or reduced meals. TSC gathers 
school supplies from community resources and purchasing others 
as needed and then stocks the TSC "store" with these gathered 
supplies. Twice a year, TSC invites over 1,100 teachers from 
qualified schools to select classroom items from the store. Teachers 
then transport the items to their classrooms to provide to their 
students throughout the school year. Supplies include pencils, 
crayons, markers, composition books, scissors, folders, glue, 
erasers, hygiene products and other classroom items such as books, 
office/art supplies and decorations. Those who “shop” receive 
supplies with a current average value of $750. The numbers 

G
iving Back

2016 
at a 

glance

are impressive considering TSC has only two paid employees: 
Executive Director, Lynette V. Duggins, and Administrative 
Assistant, Tracee A. Clapper. Aside from that, TSC is run entirely 
by volunteers. 

Since 2008, TSC has provided supplies to 128,030 at-risk students. 
In the 2016-2017 school year, 1,102 teachers from 46 Title I 
schools and their 27,550 students received supplies that were a 
combined worth of $586,412. In 2017, TSC will serve at least 52 
schools, including two on Johns Island (Angel Oak Elementary and 
Mount Zion Elementary) and one on Wadmalaw Island (Edith L. 
Frierson Elementary). Last year, 33 teachers from these three sea 
island schools received $16,868 worth of supplies that served up to 
726 students. 

Charleston County School District has supported TSC since their 
beginning and is currently providing a temporary space at Garrett 
Academy of Technology for the operation. However, TSC is in 
desperate need of a permanent location. They are seeking 20,000 
square feet of long-term space that would accommodate a storage 
space, a resource center for the shopping experience, office spaces, 
a conference room and restrooms. “We need a permanent home and 
a donated forklift. We need our community to partner with us as we 
educate our future generations.” Duggins said.

Teachers' Supply Closet has been a reoccurring recipient of the 
Town’s Charitable Contribution funding. For the FY 16-17 budget 
year they were approved for a contribution of $9,000. 
If you are interested in volunteering, donating, sponsoring a child 
or would like more information call (843)714-0234 or email 
info@teacherssupplycloset.org.

Charitable 
Contribution Spotlight

TSC Executive Director, Lynette V. Duggins

1,102 
Teachers 

served

27,550
Students 

served 

$586,412
Supplies Distributed 

2500 
Volunteer Hours 
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Sea Level Rise 
The Sea Level Rise (SLR) Committee, a subcommittee 
of the Town of Kiawah Island's Environmental 
Committee (EC),  was formed in February 2017 as a 
result of EC concerns that the Kiawah community 
needed to address the growing risk of accelerated sea 
level rise. The Committee includes members from Town 
and KICA staff, Town Council, the Environmental 
Committee, the Kiawah Conservancy and Kiawah Island 
property owners. The majority of these members are 
your friends and neighbors that are volunteering their 
time to assist Kiawah in addressing the impact of SLR 
on our community.  

The Committee is studying sea level rise adaptation plans 
of neighboring communities with information from, and 
discussion with, the City of Charleston, Beaufort County, Folly 
Beach and Seabrook Island.  It is consulting with current and former 
scientists from the South Carolina Sea Grant Consortium, the 
College of Charleston, the South Carolina Department of Natural 
Resources, the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration 
and its Office of Coastal Management, and the Union of Concerned 
Scientists.  In addition, the Committee is reviewing national, state 
and local articles and reports regarding SLR.  
 
The SLR Committee is considering various sea level scenarios 
and how these rising sea levels will impact our island's 
infrastructure, environment and way of life.  It anticipates a final 
report by late spring or early summer, 2018 that will provide a 
comprehensive evaluation with specific mitigation and adaptation 
recommendations. 

Town Staff conducted a GPS survey of the dune line before and 
after Tropical Storm Irma. The pre-storm survey was conducted on 
September 7 and the post-storm survey was conducted on September 
15. Surveys were conducted using a survey grade GPS with submeter 
accuracy. Overall, Kiawah’s beach suffered extensive erosion but 
no homes were impacted by erosion or ocean flooding. Beach 
walkovers sustained significant damage, though not as extensive as 
during Hurricane Matthew in 2016. Kiawah’s dune field had grown 
significantly since Hurricane Matthew in 2016. These new dunes 
were small, about a foot high, and typically extended 30-40 feet 
seaward of the post-Matthew dune line. Along portions of Captain 
Sam’s spit and the Ocean Course, these new dunes extended as 
much as 120 feet seaward. New dunes, if vegetated, were counted 
as dunes in the Pre-Irma survey, but provided a fraction of the storm 
protection of mature dunes. For this analysis, we have included 
comparisons to both the Post-Matthew line and the Pre-Irma line. We 
feel that the comparison to the post-Matthew line provides the most 
accurate picture of true shoreline loss before and after the storm. 

Captain Sam’s Inlet to The Sandcastle 
Post-Matthew 10-40 ft. to Pre-Irma 30-140 ft. 
The Sandcastle to The Sanctuary 
Post-Matthew 5-20 ft. to Pre-Irma 20-40 ft.
The Sanctuary to Jackstay Court 
Post-Matthew 15-40 ft. to Pre-Irma 30-60 ft.
Jackstay Court to The Beach Club 
 Post-Matthew 15-25 ft. to Pre-Irma 20-55 ft. 
The Beach Club to Ocean Course Driving Range
Post-Matthew 10-45 ft. to Pre-Irma 40-140 ft. 

The Town of Kiawah Island plans to complete a beach renourishment project involving two 
phases of dune restoration along six sections of the Kiawah beachfront began the week of October 
9. The project is intended to help re-establish and preserve areas of the beach that suffered 
extensive erosion during Tropical Storm Irma. At the October 3 Town Council meeting, Council 
approved the project not to exceed $275,000. The dune restoration project will consist of building 
a new dune measuring 6 feet high and 20 feet wide through a technique called sand scraping. 
Sand will be scraped from the low tide beach and relocated to the current dune escarpment.

Phase 1
In phase one, the Town has emergency 
authorization from the Office of Ocean and 
Coastal Resource Management (OCRM) to 
perform sand scraping in areas where homes 
or other infrastructure are within 20 feet of 
the active beach. This situation occurs along 
three sections of the beach:

1. Turtle Point Golf Course in front of Turtle 
Beach Ln. and Atlantic Beach Ct.
2. Ocean Course Golf Course, Holes 15-16
3. Ocean Course Clubhouse and Driving 
Range
Phase one began the week of October 9.

Phase 2
In phase two, the Town has applied for an 
individual permit with OCRM to perform sand 
scraping in areas that are currently at risk but do 
not meet the 20-foot requirement of the current 
Emergency Order. The active beach in these 
areas is generally between 20-50 feet away from 
homes or infrastructure. This situation occurs 
along three sections of the beach:

1. Eugenia Avenue to Mariners Watch
2. The Sanctuary Hotel
3. The Beach Club
Phase two will begin when and if permits are 
received by OCRM with an anticipated start date 
in mid-November. 

Tropical Storm Irma
Beach Report 
Environm

ental
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A Fed Gator is a Dead 
Gator 

Summertime is a dangerous time of year to be an alligator on 
Kiawah. One might think that this danger comes from stress due 
to the intense heat and humidity or a lack of food.  In fact, the 
danger comes from where one might least expect it, people.  The 
story of one of the island’s alligators, detailed below, provides a 
stark example of this danger. In late July, Island Biologists received 
several reports of a large alligator frequenting the pedestrian bridge 
near Parkside Villas. While investigating this issue, it quickly 
became apparent that people were feeding this alligator on a regular 
basis.  It showed no fear of people and would readily approach 
people in search of food. In fact, a ticket was written to a visitor 
for feeding alligators in this area the day before. Unfortunately, 
the only way to solve the problem once it reaches this point is to 
kill the alligator. In this case, the alligator was an 11-foot-long 
male that was likely more than 60 years old. This alligator had 
lived on Kiawah long before the island became a popular vacation 
destination. It had been viewed with enjoyment by countless visitors 
over the years.  Many had even named this alligator and looked 
forward to seeing it year after year. This summer, it died solely 
because of the illegal behavior of a few people that fed it.  The only 
way to prevent this unfortunate event from taking place again and 
again is to stop people from feeding alligators. While the Town and 
Community Association are taking steps to curb this behavior, we 
need the public’s help. Please convey the information below to your 
friends and neighbors and help us solve this problem.

1. Report any illegal feeding of alligators immediately to KICA 
Security (843 768-5566) 24 hours a day.  
2. Do not confront people feeding alligators.Take a video of the 
illegal activity if possible so Code Enforcement Officers can 
write tickets. Send a copy of the video to Jim Jordan via email to 
jjordan@kiawahisland.org.

To assess the importance of Kiawah Island as stopover habitat 
for migrating birds, the Town of Kiawah Island, in partnership 
with the Kiawah Conservancy, created a long-term fall migration 
monitoring program in 2009 - the Kiawah Island Banding Station 
(KIBS).  KIBS is made up of two banding sites, one on each end of 
the island. The Captain Sam’s site has been in operation since 2009 
while the Little Bear site was started in 2015. Kiawah’s banding 
stations are operated daily, weather permitting, from August 15 – 
November 30.  Birds are captured in fine mesh nets and fitted with 
an aluminum band.  Each band has a unique number which provides 
each bird with its own "identity." Bird banding allows biologists to 
learn valuable information such as migration patterns and timing, 
survival, longevity, population distribution, and physical condition.      

On August 15, we kicked off our 
9th season of fall migration banding 
on Kiawah Island. To keep up with 
the demands of such a large-scale 
project, the Town hired six seasonal 
bird banding technicians this 
year.  To operate a banding station 
efficiently and safely (for the birds), 
skilled labor is critical.  We would 
like to welcome Mattie VandenBoom 
(back for her 5th season at Kiawah), 
Michael Gamble (back for his 3rd 
season at Kiawah), Kristen Oliver, 
Hannah Conley, Paul Carroll, and 
Brandon Connare to the Kiawah 
Island bird banding team.  

Since the end of September we have banded 4,512 birds and 
had 528 recaptures of 66 different species. This is the most birds 
we have ever banded at this point in the season in the past nine 
years. Common Yellowthroats, Red-eyed Vireos, and Northern 
Waterthurshes have had a very good fall and are being captured well 
above the average for this time of year.  Some rare and uncommon 
birds banded include Mourning Warbler, Black-billed Cuckoo, 
Clay-colored Sparrow, Philadelphia Vireo. Look for the season 
report in the next edition of Town Notes.

Follow along for daily updates at 
www.kiawahislandbanding.blogspot.com   

The Rise and Fall   
of Kiawah’s Deer 
Population
White-tailed deer are very adaptable 
creatures and a common sight on all parts 
of Kiawah Island.  Deer populations in 
suburban areas like Kiawah can become 
overabundant, increasing the risk of deer-
vehicle collisions, zoonotic diseases, and 
damage to the surrounding environment.

It is important to monitor trends in deer numbers so that 
management programs can be initiated if necessary. On Kiawah, 
deer numbers are monitored using spotlight surveys.  Town 
Biologists have conducted surveys for deer since 1997.  

The survey route is 18.2 miles long and covers most of Kiawah 
Island.  In order to calculate the density of deer on the island, 
biologists periodically conduct visibility estimates (how far one can 
see a deer) along the route.  This provides the width of the survey 
transect and by multiplying by the length of the route, the number 
of acres surveyed is calculated.  This allows biologists to determine 
the deer density, expressed in deer per square mile. Surveys are 
conducted in early fall and late winter each year.  An updated deer 
population estimate is available in late March each year after both 
sets of surveys are completed.

Fall Migration Bird 
Monitoring  By: Aaron Given, Wildlife Biologist

By: Jim Jordan, Wildlife Biologist 

W
ildlife 
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With over 10,000 acres of land and 10 miles of beach, Kiawah 
serves as a vital nesting ground for loggerhead turtles. Nesting 
efforts are monitored on our beaches by a group of dedicated 
resident volunteers each year and is one of largest turtle patrol 
volunteer programs in the United States. Kiawah’s Turtle Patrol 
has been in existence since 1973 and the Town of Kiawah Island 
(TOKI) has provided funding and logistical support to the program 
since 1990. Detailed records are kept of all activities and reported to 
South Carolina Department of Natural Resources (DNR).  Stephanie 
Braswell Edgerton from TOKI sat down with Lynne Sager (head 
of Turtle Patrol) to discuss loggerhead nesting activity and Turtle 
Patrol. 

How did you become involved in the patrol?
Before I moved here from Massachusetts, I knew I wanted to be 
involved because of literature I had read on loggerheads and South 
Carolina’s conservation program. In 1998, when we bought our first 
home I wanted to participate but couldn’t because at that time you 
had to be a full-time resident. I began volunteering in 2002 when I 
became a full-time resident. Years later, Joe Pezzullo actually did 
away with the full-time resident requirement. 

How long have you volunteered for?  
For 12 years. During that time, I started as a patrol volunteer then 
became a zone captain and then last year when Joe retired, I threw 
my name in the hat for the leadership position. Several months later 
it became official. 

Why is Kiawah such a popular nesting beach for turtles? 
I mean who wouldn’t want to come to Kiawah? Honestly, we aren’t 
exactly sure. It’s probably a combination of the size of our beach, the 
dense dune system and the setbacks of homes are further so there is 
less light pollution. It’s an ideal spot. 

Talk to me about turtles… when and how turtles nest? 
Turtles nesting season officially runs from May 1 through October 
31. This year they stopped nesting in August. When a female turtle 
comes ashore to nest, she digs a hole with her back flippers and 
then she deposits her eggs one at a time. A turtle nest can contain 
anywhere from 100 – 150 eggs. Once she lays her nest, she’ll cover 
it with all four flippers and heads back out to the ocean. The eggs 
are on their own until they hatch 50-60 days later. Hatching is all 
temperature driven. Nests that are laid earlier in the season hatch 
closer to the 60-day time frame and nest laid in July or August hatch 
closer to the 50-day time frame. 

Does a female turtle come ashore for anything other than 
nesting? Not usually, unless they are sick and wash ashore.
 

Turtle Patrol 

Are loggerheads the only turtles that nest here? 
Kiawah has mostly loggerheads. We have had two leatherbacks, a 
green and one Kemp’s ridley that I know of, but those are rare. 

What is the most nests Kiawah has had? 
It was in 2013 and we had 401. Last season I thought we were going 
to break that record but it was slightly short at 393. This year the 
count is 333. That’s just our beach count though we still have to 
factor in Sandy Point. Since Sandy Point is only accessible by boat, 
DNR patrols there and then adds those to our totals for Kiawah 
Island.  There were 21 nests on Sandy Point so the total this year is 
354.

Are there certain places they nest more?  
That something we are looking at more closely. This season Zone 8 
(western part of the beach near Captain Sam’s spit) is where most 
of the turtles were coming ashore. Our guess is that it is a more 
attractive section of beach since it is undeveloped. 

What are some of the challenges that interfere with nesting 
and hatching? Of course, there are natural predators such as ghost 
crabs and birds but some of the most preventable hazards are from, 
human interference. Turtles use the moon and stars reflections on 
waves to find their way back to the ocean. This is important because 
artificial lighting on beach front homes can interfere with both a 
nesting female and hatchlings safe return to the ocean. They confuse 
the artificial light with the moon and go the wrong direction. This is 
also true when people use flashlights on the beach at night. It causes 

disorientation. Another hazard is 
sand holes left on the beach from 
beachgoers. Hatchlings get caught 
in these holes and can’t make it to 
the ocean. This rarely ends well for 
the hatchlings. This year we saw 
several huge holes dug that were 
waist deep. People usually don’t 
mean to interfere, it’s simply lack 
of knowledge. We try to get the 
word out for people to be mindful 
of how their behavior effects 
our nesting activity. One of the 
hardest parts of this job is raising 
awareness and when you have as 
many visitors as Kiawah does it’s 
impossible to reach everyone. 

Flashlights… people like to walk the beach at night and it’s 
really dark out there. What are they supposed to do? 
We encourage them to use flashlights that have red lenses that do not 
pose a problem for turtles. Also, now there are red lens filter stickers 
you can put over a flashlight you already have so you don’t 

with Lynne Sager



10

have to buy a special flashlight. 

OK so let’s talk patrols -Tell us why 
a turtle patrol is so important? It’s 
really a labor of love. Loggerheads 
have been on the endangered species 
list for a longtime due to population 
declines. All patrolling efforts is to try 
to raise the population. And it appears 
that’s happening!  Not to the extent 
that they are off the endangered list 
but their numbers are coming back 
up. Nests laid on beaches without a 
nest protection project have low hatch 
rates—typically under 10 percent. 
With our help, hatch rates for nests are 
over 70 percent.

How many volunteers does the Kiawah’s program have? 
Kiawah is the largest volunteer group in South Carolina. We have 
302 volunteers. We are also one of the densest nesting beaches. 

How is the patrol supported and structured? 
DNR sets the guidelines for every turtle patrol. Those procedures 
can vary from island to island but they all conform to a certain 
degree. The Town is a very important part of the program from a 
financial and logistical aspect. We are very fortunate because not 
all programs have that support which requires them to do their own 
fundraising. We are very grateful for the Town’s support and the 
provision of the patrol trucks which are crucial to our operation. 

What do the patrols do? 
For patrol purposes, the beach is divided into eight separate zones, 
which are defined by marker numbers, typically placed 1/10 mile 
apart. There are two patrols. Nesting Patrol begins in early May. 
They are responsible for locating and marking new turtle nests, 
providing anti-predator protection, moving nests when necessary 
and gathering genetic samples. Once nesting patrol marks the nest 
in one of the eight zones, the hatching patrol for that zone will take 
over the care of the nest for the remainder of the life cycle. Hatching 
patrol reports nest disturbances, evaluates the nests daily for activity 
and safety and aids struggling hatchlings.

How are the nests found?
Nesting patrol surveys the beach every morning to look for turtle 
tracks, or “crawls.” The crawl is the track you see when the female 
comes ashore to lay her eggs. There is an incoming crawl, the body 
pit (where she drops the eggs) and an outgoing crawl with each nest. 
If we don’t find a body pit, then that’s what we call a false crawl. 
Generally, that means something scared her off or it could also be 
a first-time nester checking out our beach as a prospect location. 
Sometimes there is a crawl where there is every indication of nest is 
there but no eggs found. We mark those with short stakes and check 
to see if something emerges 50-60 days later. We also miss a few 
crawls which we refer to as wild nests 

Sometimes the patrol relocates a nest, right?  Why?
Yes, that is because either they are below the high tideline, in a high 
traffic area, or beyond mile marker 40 (near Captain Sam’s inlet). 
We move the nest according to DNR guidelines to give them the 
best chance of survival. The goal is to keep everything as natural 

as possible and when nesting patrol deems it necessary to relocate a 
nest, they make sure to dig out a new nest in the same shape as the 
original nest and to replace the eggs in the general order they were 
originally laid.

When is the best time to see an adult loggerhead on the beach? 
At night and in the early morning pre-dawn. We love for people to 
see these majestic creatures but they should admire from afar. They 
spook really easily and when people approach a nesting turtle they 
will turn around and go back to the ocean and not nest on Kiawah. 
We don’t want that. 

What are the requirements to volunteer? 
A one week commitment and if that’s all they can do the entire 
season that’s OK. There is a formal training session in the beginning 
of the season but we train new people throughout the season. Some 
of our tourists plan to do turtle patrol on their vacations which 
we love. If they can’t commit to a full week then they have the 
opportunity to observe hatching patrol inspecting the inventories. 
Anyone who is interested in volunteering should get in touch with 
me in April or early May. 

Any significant changes this year? 
Many people this year got to see the nesting turtles. It seemed like 
they were coming in later in the morning than usual. After Hurricane 
Matthew last year, we didn’t know what to expect. This season we 
had a fair amount of mid beach nests that weren’t low enough for 
official relocation qualifications but were really close. Also, we 
found water standing in the bottom of some of those mid beach nests. 
This points to the possibility that as a result of Hurricane Matthew 
not only did we lose dunes but also layers of flat beach making our 
water table higher. We are hoping that once DNR sees some of the 
data from this season then next year they will let us move mid beach 
nests. 

2017 Kiawah Nest count 
333 Beach + 21 Sandy Point

354 total 
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For more information call 843-768-6491 or visit 
www.freshfieldsvillage.com

Business Spotlight

Bluemercury, a cosmetics and spa retailer, brings a curat-
ed selection of high quality, innovative beauty products to Freshfields 
Village. Shoppers will enjoy expert advice and deep product knowl-
edge from the team of beauty experts along with brands such as La 
Mer, Darphin, Kiehl’s, Chantecaille, Living Proof, RMS Beauty, Soleil 
Toujours, M-61 Skincare and Lune + Aster Beauty.
600 Freshfields Drive | 843-768-2400 | www.bluemercury.com

Sea Islands Cars & Coffee  
Saturday, October 21 - 9:00 to 11:00 a.m.
Saturday, November 18 - 9:00 to 11:00 a.m.
Saturday, December 16 - 9:00 to 11:00 a.m.
Saturday, January 20 - 9:00 to 11:00 a.m.

Cars & Coffee is held the 3rd Saturday of each month. This free 
event will feature antiques, classics, exotics, and other cool cars. 
Coffee and other refreshments available for purchase by Java 
Java Coffee House.

Holiday Festival Weekend
Visit Santa 
Friday, November 24 – Sunday, November 26
Visit Santa from 10:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. Location TDB. For 
more information call 843-768-6491.

Holiday Festival 
Saturday, November 25 | 11:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 
Kick off the holiday season at our annual festival! Children 
will enjoy free activities including live music, face painting, inflatable 
games, rides on the mechanical reindeer, and holiday craft stations. 
Local food and beverage vendors will have delicious treats available for 
purchase.

Santa Paws Sunday
Sunday, November 26  |  1:00 to 6:00 p.m. 
Bring your pet to visit with Santa! Each family (and pet) will go home 
with one free photo compliments of the Village Merchants. Donations 
accepted for Charleston Animal Society.

Events

Dogtoberfest
Saturday, October 28  
1:00 to 5:00 p.m.
Guests and their pets are invit-
ed to Dogtoberfest, an annual 
event to benefit local pet rescue 
groups. Enjoy live music, 
wine, and beer throughout 
the event. Guests can browse 
booths of local pet vendors, 
visit adoptable pets and enter 
the pet costume contest! Ad-
mission is free and tickets for 
beer, wine, and food can be 
purchased.

Fuji Sushi Bar and 
Grill offers authentic Japanese 
cuisine, signature sushi rolls, tradi-
tional hibachi entrees and creative 
Asian fusion dishes. The full bar 
will offer an extensive selection of 
wine, beer, sake and house made 
cocktails.
205 Farm Lake View 
843-996-4898 
www.fujicharleston.com



Upcoming Events 

The Town of Kiawah Island's Arts & Cultural Events Council 
(ACEC) is celebrating its 13th year of operation. It was initiated 
in the fall of 2004 by Bill Blizard, who is still a vital member of 
our team, and Leo Fishman, a member of the 2004 Town Council. 
The purpose of this Town supported project was, "To bring to the 
Kiawah Island community select local, regional, national, and 
international visual and performing artists of the highest artistic 
standard."   We still adhere to bringing events of the highest 
artistic standards to our Kiawah community, our neighbors and our 
many visitors, concentrating mainly on the performing arts.   
 
The Arts Council is comprised of Kiawah property owners who 
volunteer their time and offer their expertise. It is supported by 
Town staff with an annual budget of over $300,000 approved by 
Town Council each year. 

During the 2016/2017 season, the ACEC presented 28 major 
events with a variety of musical genres including jazz, orchestra, 
blues, chamber, comedy, ballet, vocalists, holiday performances, 
Piccolo performances, a young artists concert and a dance band.  
In addition, the Council entertained you with six piano bars and 
four movies as part of our art film series. The ACEC is proud 
to offer first-class entertainment close to home, for free or at a 
nominal charge.  In the 2016/2017 season, over 11,500 people 
attended our events and a majority of the 28 performances were 
sold out. 
 
We believe the ACEC programs add value to the Kiawah Island 
brand while enhancing the quality of life for our residents and 
visitors. Communities invested in arts and culture are known for 
connecting diverse groups of people that may not have interacted 
otherwise. Our events are no exception. 
 
The Town and the ACEC want to ensure that as Kiawah Island 
progresses, the ACEC follows suit. In November, we will be 
conducting an online survey to property owners to help us assess 
our impact on the community and how we can attract an even 
broader audience. The survey will be open from November 3 – 
November 17 at www.surveymonkey.com/r/ACECsurvey2017.  
It will be distributed via email distribution lists and will be posted 
on our website at www.kiawahisland.org/events. Please help the 
ACEC prepare for the future by taking the time to share your 
thoughts with us!

We expect the remainder of our 2017/2018 season to be extremely 
popular so mark your calendars for our upcoming performances.

 Arts & Cultural Events Council Survey
I cannot end this article 
without acknowledging the 
many entities that enable the 
ACEC to present so many quality programs within our budget. 
We are indebted to the Kiawah Island Golf Resort, Church of 
Our Saviour, Holy Spirit Catholic Church, Kiawah Island Club, 
Seabrook Island House, Freshfields Village and the Kiawah Island 
Community Association for providing their venues at no charge 
or at a reduced rate.  We would also like to thank Andell Inn and 
Kiawah Island Golf Resort for helping us offer accommodations to 
our artists. In addition, the following companies and people provide 
outstanding assistance with our production needs: Charles Fox 
of Fox Music, Andrew Higdon of Hope Sound, Ron Wiltrout for 
backline and our piano tuners, Nick Miller and Andrew Edwards.
 
Thank you for your continued support. We look forward to hearing 
your comments and suggestions gathered by this fall's survey.  
 
Diana Mezzanotte,
Arts & Cultural Events Council Chair & Town Council Member

CHARLESTON SYMPHONY 
ORCHESTRA
Saturday, November 4, 2017 | 5:00 p.m.
East Beach Conf. Center
No Tickets Required

HOLIDAY MADRIGAL FEAST  
COLLEGE OF CHARLESTON 
MADRIGAL SINGERS
Sunday, December 3, 2017 | 6:30 p.m.
River Course Clubhouse
$90pp  Ticket Release: Kiawah 11/14 
Public 11/17

BURNING RIVER BRASS
Monday, December 18, 2017 | 7:30 p.m.
Holy Spirit Catholic Church
Ticket Release: Kiawah 11/29 
Public 12/4

Check out the complete season planner at 
 www.kiawahisland.org/events


