
PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE MEETING
Kiawah Island Municipal Center

Council Chambers
January 18, 2017; 2:00 PM

MINUTES

Call to Order: Mr. Widuch called the meeting to order at 2:00 pm.

Present at the meeting: Chris Widuch, Chairman

Jack Regan

Joe Pezzullo

Julie Beier

Yvonne Johnstone

Bill Thomae

Also Present: Stephanie Monroe Tillerson, Town Administrator

Captain Martin, Charleston County Sheriff’s Office

David Abrams, Charleston County EMS

Chief Walz, Fire Chief, St. Johns Fire District

Chief Stanley, St. Johns Fire District

Rusty Lameo, TOKI

Rob Edgerton, Beach Patrol

Tony Elder, KICA

II. Approval of Minutes:

A. Public Safety Meeting Minutes of November 9, 2016

Mr. Thomae made a motion to approve the minutes of the November, 2016 Public Safety

Committee Meeting. The motion was seconded by Ms. Beier and was unanimously passed.

III. Agency Updates (as required)

A. Charleston County Sheriff’s Department

Captain Martin gave an update on the string of burglaries which began in October primarily in

Inlet Cover. He reported the person committing the thefts has been identified; then, explained

the circumstances surrounding his near apprehension. Members discussed how the individual was

able to gain access to Inlet Cove and if a determination had been made if there were others

involved in the burglaries and disposition of the stolen goods.

Ms. Tillerson asked Captain Martin if there were any issues he could foresee which the Town could

address in advance of the summer tourist season. Captain Martin suggested the reinstatement of

an additional deputy on the weekend day shift. He also suggested that homeowners who are

planning to be away from their home for a period of time are encouraged to take the extra time

to secure outdoor items while they are away.
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Town of Kiawah Monthly Report Dec. Jaii. -

. Dec.

Number of all Written Report texcludin accident repOrts; 16 162

Accident Reports 5 102

Number of Calls Handle Not Requirine a Report 56 1275

Number of Traffic Stops S 339

TOTAL N1JsmER OF CALLS HANDLED (dispatched self-senerated) S5 1S7S

Written Warnings Issued 6 264

Traffic Citations Issued 3 1 19

Total Warnings and Citations Issued 9 3S3

Arrests 1 18

Alarm Calls 51 607

Total Citizen ConuicnAssists 32-i 553

B. St. John’s Fire District

Chief Walz gave a brief report on the calls for each station on the Island: November - Station 4

had 19 calls and Station 6 had 15 calls. December - Station 4 had 25 calls and Station 6 had 14

calls.

Chief WaIz stated work was ongoing to make the architectural changes in order to rebid the

new fire station construction project. She indicated the first round of bids came in

approximately one million dollars over budget, due mainly to the tremendous amount of

growth in the Charleston area, but the project is moving ahead.

Chief Walz reported the St. John’s Fire District (STJFD) had begun is own EMT training

program for not only recertification but also ground-up training. She indicated the program

would provide that there would always continue to be EMTs to staff every vehicle that is sent

out. She discussed the manpower shortages in the Emergency Medical Services fields in

Charleston County, and though difficult, the success of the STJFD in upgrading and increasing

its personnel over the last three years.
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C. Charleston County Emergency Medical Services

Mr. Abrams reported there were eleven responses to Kiawah during the month of December with

one call have a nineteen-minute response time. He stated most of the other calls were within

eleven to fourteen minutes which was a significant improvement over a year ago. He spoke to an

incident earlier this month where an individual fell in which resources and a supervisor were on

scene within ten minutes.

D. Beach Patrol

Mr. Edger-ton reported during the winter months few people are on the Beach and preparations in

training and additional personnel are being made in advance of the summer season.

E. Kiawah Island Community Association

Mr. Elder gave an update on items which were discussed at previous meetings. He indicated that

the Kiawah Island Community Association (KICA) has replaced its fleet of cars and vans with high

profile vehicles which included Toyota Tundras and Sequoias. He reported the installation of

recording cameras had been installed at the “V” gate kiosk, Sandcastle, and Rhett’s Bluff was

completed. He indicated a camera had also been installed at the Main gate kiosk in an effort to

identify the individual committing the burglaries. An individual was spotted by the security staff

and relayed to the deputies who then pursued the vehicle.

Mr. Elder concurred with Captain Martin’s suggestion for the additional staffing.

Mr. Elder reported there were speed-readers in place at the Main gate and the “V” gate with an

additional mobile unit which can be strategically placed in an area were complaints are received

to aid in enforcement efforts. He stated the speed-readers measure speed along with volume

and will be able to count each individual vehicle entering through each gate.

Mr. Elder stated the KICA Board had approved changing the uniforms for KICA staff from the

green pants and white shirts to khaki pants and polos and would also include the purchase of

Individual rain gear.

Mr. Elder reported KICA, in cooperation with the Resort, is in the process of getting a new FCC

license along with the approval to purchase new radios which will allow for better communication

among staff members in addition to Resort Security.

Mr. Elder stated KICA will be hiring additional security staff to provide better security patrol

visibility. He indicated when the gate is overstaffed on a shift, the extra security staff will be

added to patrol. This will provide for anywhere from 2 to 5 security staff per shift.

Mr. Elder stated he is working on changing the pass system to focus more on tracking visitors to

the Island. New gate software would allow scanning of barcodes on licenses and registrations. It

would allow residents to input their own passes into the system.
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KICA Security Report
Monhty Statistics: December 2016
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IV. Old Business:

A. New Fire Station Update

Chief Walz continued her report on the new fire station by stating there will be a building meeting

next week to review the architect’s cost saving measures and to re-bid the project. She indicated

the trailer which will be use to temporarily house the fire personnel during construction has been

delayed for sprinkler system installation and should be delivered sometime in March.

V. New Business:

A. Discussion on the Impact Summer Traffic has on Beachwalker Drive

Mr. Widuch asked those in attendance if there was any feedback on what has worked well or

better in the last year and if there are areas which need to be addressed for improvement of

summer traffic on Beachwalker Drive.

Mr. Lameo stated the reopening of the Folly Beach County Park had a great impact on the traffic

along Beachwalker Drive. During the major holidays, Town Staff is present to direct traffic along

with the County Park utilizing electronic signage on Betsy Kerrison to warn when the park is full.

Discussion included construction traffic which is expected with the ongoing project at Riverview

and the new project expected to start next month, across from the County Park; continuing the

use of Town Hall for overflow parking and deputies stopping individuals from waiting for parking

and keeping traffic moving. Mr. Lameo also agreed with the need for the additional deputy on

weekends.

Mr. Elder suggested the use of a camera on Beachwalker Drive and also the County Park gate to

allow staff and deputies monitor traffic remotely. Ms. Tillerson expanded on the use of cameras

by suggesting the use of the live feed on the Town’s website so visitors could also monitor the

traffic before driving to the Island.

B. Updates from Tony Elder, KICA Director of Security on Security Related Matters

Mr. Elder indicated that due to recent burglary incidents on the Island, many residents have

expressed their security concerns on the iKiawah server. A resident and a member of the KICA

Board consolidated the comments and concerns. These were reviewed with Mr. Elder, and then

discussed at a meeting with approximately 100 residents. Mr. Elder stated the upcoming report
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will show some concerns are Town related, some KICA related, and some Resort related and all

the entities must work and communicate together to provide for any resolution.

VI. Committee Members’ Comments:

Ms. Tillerson indicated that at the last Public Safety Committee meeting the members agreed to

support the recommendation to Council of Mr. Thomae as a St. John’s Fire Commissioner. She

indicated Council further made a recommendation to the Charleston County Council, who

recommended his appointment to the Governor.

VII. Citizens Comments:

Marilyn Larach - 1082 Terrapin Court

Dr. Larach stated that traffic along Beachwalker Drive is much improved over the past two years.

She did point out that in the off-season she noted many contractors passing the entrance to

Town Hall, making a U-turn at the County Park, and then making a right into Town Hall. She also

stated there was quite a bit of traffic going down toward the County Park after it is closed.

Members suggested that it was probably due to missing the turn rather than wanting to make a

right hand turn and also stated the County Park was no longer locking the gate at night.

Mr. Lameo reported the Beach Patrol Services RFP was released with only respondent being

Island Beach Services. He stated the Town requires the use of a compact 4x4 vehicles on the

beach. But with the limited availability and cost of small 4X4 vehicles, the Committee may be

asked to consider approving the use of larger 4x4 vehicles in the future.

VIII. Adjournment:

Mr. Regan motioned to adjourn the meeting at 3:22 pm. The motion was seconded by Ms.

Johnstone and carried unanimously.
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Petra S. ReyncIds, Town Clerk

Chris Widuch, Chairman

Date
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