ARTS COUNCIL MEETING
THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 4, 2016; 3:00 PM
KIAWAH ISLAND MUNICIPAL CENTER
DOWNSTAIRS CONFERENCE ROOM
MINUTES
I.

Call to Order: Mrs. Johnson called the meeting to order at 3:00PM.

II.

FOIA: Notice of this meeting has been published and posted in accordance with
the Freedom of Information Act and the requirements of the Town of Kiawah Island.

III.

Roll Call:
Present:

Mary Johnson, Chair
Bill Blizard
Robert Hill
Judy Chitwood
Becky Hilstad
Joan Collar
Van McCollum
Jodi Rush

Absent:
Also Present: Stephanie Braswell-Edgerton, Administrative Assistant
IV.

Approval of Minutes:

V.

Minutes:
Mr. Blizard motioned to approve the minutes of December 3, 2015. Ms. Rush
seconded the motion.
Mr. Blizard motioned to approve the minutes of January 7, 2016. Ms. Rush seconded
the motion.

VI.

Old Business:
A. 2015/2016 Arts Council and Cultural Events Season Calendar and Financial
Review

The committee discussed the following events:

Mr. Blizard stated that for the Judy Carmichael events there will be a stage and 100 extra chairs.
The club has also agreed to host a wine reception starting at 6:45pm on Wednesday night. The
piano for this event will be a Steinway.
Ms. Rush stated that they have met with the Office of Cultural Affairs in regards to Piccolo
Spoleto and things are moving along.
VII. New Business:
A. Arts Council Support Member
Mrs. Johnson stated the Council has occasionally discussed the difficulty in recruiting members
who have the background or time to perform all the functions for events each season. Mrs.
Johnson and Mr. Hill are proposing to recruit a class of members who may have limited artistic
backgrounds, but who have the ability to help organize and perform those duties surrounding
concerts and events once they’re selected for the upcoming season.
This role would be called Operations Support Member and would aid in the following:
1. Preparing and executing marketing plans
2. Preparing and executing concert and event production plans
3. Performing day of concert/event duties
4. Evaluating concert/event performances

Mr. Hill stated that he will be moving from an artistic member to an Operations Support Member
and will be recruiting other support members. Mr. Hill asked the committee to refer anyone who
would be interested in serving as a support member.
The committee discussed if this role will be a voting or non-voting member during proposal
selection. The committee decided that support members would be given an opportunity to give
feedback on proposals but not vote.
Mrs. Johnson suggested that the committee will revisit this subject at a future meeting.

B. Committee Sounding Board
Mrs. Johnson stated that the Sounding Board portion of the agenda will be a time each meeting
where committee members have an opportunity to present potential performers and receive
feedback.
Mr. Hill stated he had two ideas for a holiday events that someone might want to follow up on Rob
Taylor – Celtic Christmas and College of Charleston Concert Choir.
Ms. Rush stated that she was also looking at a Celtic concert around St. Patrick’s Day by Rob
Taylor.
Mrs. Chitwood suggested hosting an event where they a live stream Jazz from Lincoln Center
Orchestra. She stated that the Cape Cod Cultural Center does this and it is very successful.

VIII. Correspondence:
None
IX.

Committee Member Comments:
Mrs. Johnson stated that she and Ms. Collar had a meeting with KICA and the Conservancy
about the frequency of piano bars. She has included their proposed dates in the dates to
avoid for the planning session.
Mrs. Johnson stated that the Ways and Means committee have decided on Charitable
Contributions donations and some recipients of interest are Charleston Symphony
Orchestra Musical Education program, Engaging Creative Minds, and Gibbes Museum of
Art outreach program.

Mrs. Johnson stated that the applications for Cultural Events were posted January 6, 2016
Application Submission Deadline is February 5, 2016 at 12:00 noon. Application Selection
is February 18, 2016 at 9:00 a.m. at Town Hall. Applicant’s presence not required.
Mrs. Johnson reminded the committee that next year’s contracts cannot go out until Town
Council approved that budget in June. Contracts can begin being mailed out June 7th.

X.

Citizens’ Comments:
None

XI.

Adjournment

Mr. Blizard motioned to adjourn the meeting at 5:00 PM. Mr. McCollum seconded the
motion. The motion carried unanimously.

Submitted by:
Stephanie Braswell-Edgerton, Administrative Assistant
Approved by:
Mary Q. Johnson, Chair
Date:

