ARTS COUNCIL MEETING
THURSDAY, JANUARY 8, 2015; 3:00 PM
KIAWAH ISLAND MUNICIPAL CENTER
DOWNSTAIRS CONFERENCE ROOM
MINUTES
I.

Call to Order: Mrs. Johnson called the meeting to order at 3:00PM.

II.

FOIA: Notice of this meeting has been published and posted in accordance with
the Freedom of Information Act and the requirements of the Town of Kiawah Island.

III.

Roll Call:
Present:

Mary Johnson, Chair
Becky Hilstad
Arie DeZanger
Bill Blizard
Judy Chitwood
Jodi Rush
Robert Hill

Absent:
Also Present: Stephanie Braswell-Edgerton, Administrative Assistant

IV.

Approval of Minutes:
Mr. Blizard motioned to approve the minutes of December 4, 2014. Mr. DeZanger
seconded the motion.

V.

Old Business:
A. 2014/2015 Arts Council Season Calendar and Financial Review
The committee discussed the following events:

Mr. Hill stated that he is going to heavily promote the Barcino Baroque through the
churches outside of Kiawah. He stated that the River Course has 200 chairs and he will
judge in the next couple weeks if he will rent more chairs. If so, it will be a small amount,
probably 25. Mrs. Johnson suggested that he ask the River Course to rent them because
they get a better rate.
Mrs. Hilstad stated that at the Di Wu/Solomiya concert that there is a possibility her friend
who owns a Stradivarius violin would be willing to allow it to be used in the concert. She
will report back the committee once she knows if this can be arranged.

B. 2014/2015 Cultural Events Fund Season Calendar and Financial Review
The committee discussed the following events:

Mrs. Johnson stated that she and Mr. Blizard met with Robbie Crawford at the club and has
confirmed that they will hold a cocktail reception before the March 4th Judy Carmichael
concert.
Mrs. Rush stated that the Piccolo Comes to Kiawah will likely be a jazz event and
suggested Turtle Point as the venue. She stated that she has a couple dates on hold with
Barbara Steele and waiting to hear back from Piccolo.
Mr. Dezanger stated he is monitoring the Columbia City Ballets set up of staging and risers
for the Cinderella event.
VI.

New Business:
A.

2015/2016 Planning Session Materials

Mrs. Johnson stated that the planning session is approaching and that the following
deadlines are confirmed:
February 9th – Arts Council Proposals due
February 16th – First Planning Session
February 23rd – Second and Final Session

•
•
•

Mrs. Johnson reviewed the Cultural Events application timeline:
•
•
•
•

January 6th – Cultural Events Application posted online (duration 30 days)
February 6th – Cultural Events Applications deadline
February 13th – Cultural Event Application pick up for committee members
February 18th – Cultural Events Selection (9:00 a.m. @ Town Hall)

Mr. Hill stated that he will handle the video clips of performers for the planning session
again this year and asked members to provide him with links/clips a week or more in
advance so he has time to download them.

Mrs. Johnson distributed and reviewed the following 2015/2016 Season Planning
Guidelines for the Arts Council Planning sessions:
Budget $118,000 (including $5,000 for Contingency & $3,000 Administration)
Events
Misc. (Piano, Accom.)
Theater
Piano Bar (5x250 +1x400)
Art Films (4X200)
Young Artist
Holiday Event

$95,000
$15,000
$ 7,100
$ 1,650
$ 800
$ 2,600

Contingency
$ 5,000
Misc. (Piano, Accom.)$15,000
Admin
$ 3,000
Considerations:
• Target for about 15 - 20 "major'' events
• Assume CSO full Orchestra, Ballet, & Piccolo Preview Event funded by Cultural Events
Fund
• Target cost for majority of events $3,500- $7,500
• Look for new artists and themes
• Hold back some funds for "Late Breaking" Events

Mrs. Johnson distributed and reviewed the following 2015/2016 Season Planning
Guidelines for Cultural Events:
Budget $182,000
Events $180,000

(including $2,000 for Contingency)

Applicants must factor in costs of the following:
• East Beach Venue Rental $750 ($500 +$250)
• Piano & Tuning $800 (add $150 if 9' needed)
• Accommodations Bedroom- (1 Bedroom - $120; 2 Bedroom - $165; 3Bedroom - $185)
• If there is any venue fee, equipment fee, sound equipment, sound engineer, piano, tuning,
etc- performing group should factor that into their total cost.
Mrs. Johnson stated that committee members need to notify cultural events applicants that
accommodations, piano fees and venue fees will be deducted from the money awarded to
them but arranged by the Arts Council.

Mrs. Johnson distributed the dates to avoid calendar for 2015-2016 and the Arts Council
schedule checklist.
VII.

Correspondence:
None

VIII. Committee Member Comments:
Mrs. Johnson stated that e-ticketing is going very well. Committee members should be
prepared to honor digital e-tickets on attendee’s smartphones. She stated that 100 e-ticket is
not enough and proposed that all events going forward have 50 % of tickets available
online and 50% at Town Hall. The committee discussed and agreed to her suggestion.
Mr. Hill stated that Mrs. Braswell-Edgerton should begin adding online ticketing
information to the bottom of posters.
Mrs. Chitwood stated that since the Quentin Baxter publicity article, she has been receiving
phone calls and emails from agents and artists. One of them was Freddie Cole’s agent
(younger brother of Nat King Cole). She stated that he is one of the most famous jazz
musicians in Europe. He is around $6,500.
Mrs. Johnson stated that if members would like to have one on one meetings again this year
that she would be happy to meet with anyone who would like to.
Mrs. Hilstad stated that she did not want to see the chamber music events decrease.
IX.

Citizens’ Comments:
None

X.

Adjournment

Mr. Blizard motioned to adjourn the meeting at 5:00PM. Mr. DeZanger seconded the
motion. The motion carried unanimously.
Submitted by:
Stephanie Braswell, Administrative Assistant
Approved by:
Mary Q. Johnson, Chair

Date:

