
 

 

 

 

 

ARTS COUNCIL MEETING 

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 30, 2014; 10:00 AM 

KIAWAH ISLAND MUNICIPAL CENTER 

DOWNSTAIRS CONFERENCE ROOM 

 

 

MINUTES 

 

I. Call to Order: Mrs. Johnson called the meeting to order at 3:00PM.  

 

II. FOIA: Notice of this meeting has been published and posted in accordance with  

the Freedom of Information Act and the requirements of the Town of Kiawah Island. 

 

III. Roll Call: 

 Present: Mary Johnson, Chair 

  Becky Hilstad 

   Arie DeZanger 

   Bill Blizard  

  Judy Chitwood  

Jodi Rush 

   Robert Hill 

  

Absent:   

 

Also Present:  Stephanie Braswell-Edgerton, Administrative Assistant 

    

    

  

IV. Approval of Minutes:  

 

Mr. Blizard motioned to approve the minutes of October 2, 2014.  Mr. Hill seconded 

the motion.  

 

 

V. Old Business: 

 

A. 2014/2015 Arts Council Season Calendar and Financial Review 

 

 The committee discussed the following events: 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Mr. Dezanger stated that he would like to add another Piano Bar in the spring.  Mrs. 

Johnson stated that the committee needs to wait to approve that request until after the first 

of the year.   

 

Mrs. Braswell-Edgerton stated that DiWu and the Parker Quartet contracts have been 

returned.   

 

Mrs. Johnson stated that e-ticket distribution for the Great American Songbook was very 

well received. The committee agreed to add e-ticket distribution to the following events:  

Etienne Charles, Billy Novick, CSO-Rebellious Leaders in Classical Music, Lowcountry 

Voices, Liquid Pleasure, Rene Marie, Barcino Baroque, Peter and Will Anderson Trio, 

Sophie Shao, Jason D. Williams, and Di Wu and Soloyiya.  

 

The committee discussed having e-ticket distribution for all events next season.  

 

Mr. Hill stated asked if the accommodation requests were cleared. Mrs. Johnson stated that 

she met with Phillip Tumminia at Wyndham and they agreed to provide the requested 

reservations.  The reservations will be arranged a week in advance.  

 

Mrs. Hilstad stated that she had to rent risers from Snyder for the Pure Theatre event. The 

risers were $1,400 dollars to rent.  She suggested the Town look into buying risers.  

 

Mrs. Johnson’s stated that she had checked into buying portable risers but most risers are 

custom made for the venue and installed.  She stated that they could purchase stage risers 

and use them as portable risers. If the Town bought risers they would storage at the resort 

and allow to resort to use them.  

 

Mr. Hill stated that Yuriy Bekker will be conducting the CSO Rebellious Leaders in 

Classical Music event.  

 

 

 

B. 2014/2015 Cultural Events Fund Season Calendar and Financial Review 

 

 The committee discussed the following events: 

 



 

 

 
   

   

Mr. DeZanger stated that the Columbia City Ballet will be receiving a deposit 30 days in 

advance.   

 

Mrs. Johnson stated that the Charleston Symphony Orchestra did not credit the Town in 

their print publicity in the Island Connection again. Mrs. Hilstad stated they did give credit 

on their website, posters and rack cards.  The committee discussed separating this 

performance from the Charleston Symphony Orchestra League House tour. The committee 

expressed concerned about the fact that the concert does draw tourist.   The committee 

decided that in the future there are going to reexamine how to handle this event and require 

the Arts Council approval of their publicity before they submit it.  Mrs. Johnson stated that 

the Town is spending too much on this event not to be credited for sponsoring it.   

 

Mr. Blizard stated that Judy Carmichael is promoting Jazz Inspired all over the nation 

including on National Public Radio (NPR). He also has referred Ms. Carmichael to look 

into the Legends magazine as a possible publicity avenue.  She will also publicize through 

the Charleston Visitors Bureau promotional e-blast in addition to the Arts Council 

promotion.  Mr. Blizard stated that Patrick from Kiawah Partners has offered Ms. 

Carmichael a villa to stay in as a courtesy. Mrs. Johnson asked Mr. Blizard to confirm that 

arrangement is in place and report back to the Committee so she can adjust our 

accommodation requests accordingly. Mrs. Johnson stated that she has asked Robbie 

Crawford at the club to hold a cocktail reception before the March 4
th

 concert.  She needs 

to follow up with him to see if it was approved. 

 

Mrs. Rush stated that the Piccolo Comes to Kiawah will probably be a jazz event and it 

looks like it will need to be at Turtlepoint. 

 

  

VI. New Business: 

 

 

        



 

 

A. Cultural Events Fund Application and Dates for Submission  

 

Mrs. Johnson asked the committee to review the draft of the Cultural Events Fund 

(CEF) application. She stated that she met with the Mayor, Mr. Labriola and Ms. 

Rucker to establish the Cultural Events charter. The charter is supposed to be on Town 

Council meeting agenda to approve.  Town Council also wants a process established for 

Cultural Events.    

 

Mrs. Johnson suggested the process of posting the application to the website and taking 

applications with formal review process. She stated that local ATAX for the Cultural 

Events Fund is to be used to build tourism and economic development through the 

presentation of cultural events and activities for tourists. The groups awarded from the 

CEF will still need to provide documentation that they drew tourist but not as detailed 

as the state ATAX requirements.  

 

The committee suggested several minor changes to the application.   

 

Mr. Hill asked what role the Arts Council would play in regards to Cultural Events and 

if they would be responsible for getting groups to apply.  Mrs. Johnson stated that the 

committee can suggest artists to apply but that the applications would be open to 

outside organizations so there will be solicited and non-solicited applications. The 

committee would review applications and chose what applications will be awarded as 

well as quality control of the event.   

 

The committee discussed the way to report the tourism for the Cultural Events.   

 

The Arts Council planning session books will have a tab for prospective cultural events 

submissions. The committee will review the Cultural Events in a separate meeting aside 

from the Arts Council planning session.  

 

Cultural Events submissions will need to include what kind of community support 

would be required for the proposed event. The committee discussed requiring and/or 

allowing applicants to make a presentation to the committee. When applications are 

made available the Town will advertise it in the paper.   

 

  
B. Dates for Planning Sessions 

 

   

Mrs. Johnson stated that she had not heard back from the committee on what dates they 

are available for the planning session. She had proposed proposals to be due February 

9th; first review February 16; second and final review February 23rd.  Both review 

sessions will be held at Cassique.  

 

 
C. Programming 

 



 

 

Mrs. Johnson stated that Chamber music audiences have not been well attended and she 

feels the committee need to reduce the number of chamber events. She urged the 

committee to carefully consider their chamber music proposals and only submit the 

ones that are exceptional. The committee needs to listen to the audience attendance. 

 

 

VII. Correspondence: 

  

None 

 

VIII. Committee Member Comments: 

 

 

Mrs. Johnson stated that Christ Dukes is leaving Church of our Saviour and her 

replacement will be Maggie McKellips.   

 

Mr. Hill submitted an Arts Council membership outline for the committee review.   

  

Mr. Hill stated that there is a new small musical theatre group 34 west. He stated that April 

21
st
 he is hosting a CSO Chamber concert in in his home and invited the committee to 

attend.  It will feature a piano trio made up of Ghadi Shayban, Yuriy Bekker and Norb 

Lewandowski. He informed the committee that this coming Sunday at First Scots 

Presbyterian Church, Robert Lewis and the First Scots Choir will be signing an African 

American spiritual if anyone is interested in attending.   

 

 

IX. Citizens’ Comments: 

  

None 

 

X. Adjournment 

 

Mr. DeZanger motioned to adjourn the meeting at 5:00PM.  Mrs. Rush seconded the motion. 

The motion carried unanimously. 

 

   

   Submitted by:      

       Stephanie Braswell, Administrative Assistant 

 

 

     Approved by:      

       Mary Q. Johnson, Chair 

                 

  Date:      


